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Bible 

Gavels 

Blocks for gavels 

Desk Pen Set 

Water Carafe 

Platter for carafe 

Drinking pas 

Legal Volume: 

Writing Pads ARTA Size) 
Pencils 

Copy Pencils (Newspaper Type) 
Stenographer's Notebook (1 each performance) 
Penholders 

Box Penpoints 

Desk Blotters 

Blotter Hoaders 

Ream Copy Paper (Newspaper Type) 
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Legal Briefs and Typewritten Documents 
Box Tags é 


Diary 
Surgical Probe 
Manuscript in Cover (About 300 pages) 
Newspaper Cameras (Flashbulb Attachments) 
Candid Cameras 
Telegram Receipt Form 
Mail Pouch 
Letter 
Newspaper Photo) 
Snapshot ) In above letter 


Special Delivery Receipt Form 
Long Envelope (Containing arriage License) 
Pilot’ 
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Hostess’ Flight List Form 4 ; 


ELECTRICS 


‘Photo Flash Bujbs (Practical-4 Each Performan 
Lamps For Judge's Bench 
Stenographer's Desk Lamp 


SET PROPS 


BALCONY FRONT 


6 1000 W. Spots Alternate Surprise Pink and Bastard Amber 


15T PIPE 
L. to R.M 4 Baby Spots--X-Ray--6 Baby--X-Ray--6 Baby 


Bastard Amber and Surprise Pink 


2ND PIPE 
26' Over Skylight 


3 1000 W. Sun Ray Spots 


3RD PIPE 
28' With Clamps 


5 1000 W. Sun Ray Spots 


4TH PIPE 
Cyclorama 
6 1000 W. Floods Medium Pink Over Frost 


4 1000 W. Floods as Trough Steel Blue Over Frost 


GELATIN MEDIUMS 


Surprise Pi: 

kaai (For All Spots and Sun Rays) 
Medium Pink 

Steel Blue 

Frost 
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CHARACTERS 
(Their Physical And Racial Characteristics) 


NEGROES 
COLLINGS= (May have brown skin; preferably black skin; tall, 
distinguished in appearance.) 


FIELDS= (Brown skin; short and chubby.) 

JAMES= (Skin doesn't matter; huge physique.) *** 

BECK= (Olive skin; handsome; distinguished.) 

G. DOOLITTLE= (Very black skin; preferably huge physique) 
L. DOOLITTLE» (Very black skin; tiny.) 

REDD= (Light brown skin; voluptuons. ) 

BROOKS= (Brown skin; esthetic.) 

JONES= (Very black skin; either very thin or very fat.) 
HOPKINS= (Very fair skin; pretty.) 

ELLEN= (Brown skin; elderly; charming.) 

REPORTER= (One Reporter at Press Table should be a Negro.) 


WHETES 
CLERK 
AROHER= (Distinguished; middle age.) 
MADISON 
HICKS 
O'MALLEY 
GORDON= (Old fashioned; a little past middle age.) 
SIŭS= (Very distinguished.) 
JUDD 
PHILLIPS *** 
HUDSON *** 
SHAW 
PIRST 
SECOND) COURT ATTENDANTS: 
THIRD 
STENOBRAPHER 
REPORTERS: 


***(These Characters are dressed in uni- 
forms representative of their = 
tions, professions and duties. 


CHARACTERS 


(In the order in which they speak) 


COURT CLERK 


JUDGE ARCHER 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
DR. ALFRED HICKS 
ATTORNEY COLLINGS 


WALTER MADISON 


SPECIAL ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY LUTHER FIELDS 


PATROLMAN JAMES 


J. 
INSPECTOR TIMOTHY O'MALLEY 


DR. JOHN BECK 
ELLA GORDON 
GEORGE DOOLITTLE 
LULU DOOLITTLE 
HILDA REDD 

OSCAR BROOKS 


BERMAN R 
MARY 
GEORGE Hi Saaw 

FIRST COURT ATTENDANT 
SECOND COURT ATTEND. 
THIRD COURT ATTENDAN 
COURT STENOGRAPHER 


REPORTERS 


One a Guard. 


SCENES 


ACT I -*A massive courtroom in the new Supreme Court Building 
in New York City: 


A Tuesday morning. 


ACT II - The same as Act I. 
The following day, Wednesday, at ten o'clock. 


ACT III- The same as Act I and Act II. 
The following Monday at ten o'clock. 


ACT ONE 


TIME: The present, on a Tuesday morning. 


SCENE: A massive courtroom in the new Supreme Court Building in 


New York City. 

UP STAGE LEFT is a door leading to the Judge's chambers. 
DOWN STAGE LEFT is a door through which prisoner enters and leaves 
courtroom. Between these two doors, on a platform towering above 
all else in the room, is the Judge's chair and bench. DOWN STAGE, 
beside Judge's bench on a somewhat lower platform, is the witness 
chair. A table for the Court Clerk and Court Stenographer is 
placed on the floor level RIGHT of Judge's bench. UP STAGE CEN- 


TER is the State's table; two chairs are placed RIGHT of table. 


DOWN STAGE CENTER is the Defense's table; one chair is placed 
LEFT of table; two chairs are placed RIGHT of table. All of the 
above is enclosed by a rail. DOWN STAGE, outside of rail, is a 


platform; chairs for reporters and witnesses and spectators are E 


placed on platform, The reporters' chairs are placed near Judge' 


bench. A flat board, at desk level, is placed before reporters' 


chairs; their papers, cameras and typewriters may be placed on 
this desk. RIGHT, outside of rail, are more chairs for witnesses 


and spectators. A gate is situated in the rail just BIGHT of the 


tables of the State and the Defenge. There is no Jury Box. But 


DOWN STAGE LEFT is a rail which extends from the witness chair 


to the set-line, indicating that the audience is the Jury. 


5 At One 


AT RISE: A babel of voices is heard. The room is full of specta- 
tors, reporters, witnesses, court attendants and attorneys. Some 
are seated; some are standing. A guard and the Clerk are standing 
at the Clerk's table. COLLINGS, who has been talking to the Sten- 
orgrapher at the Stenorgrapher's table, crosses to speak to EL 

ENORE HOPKINS who is seated in the UP STAGE section reserved for 
spectators and witnesses. MADISON and FIELDS are in conversation 


at the State's table. JUDGE ARCHER enters from his chambers. 


COURT CLERK 
Hear ye, hear ye! all ye who have business draw 
near, give attention, and ye shall be heard! 


COURT CLERK 


Be seated! Court is now in session. Judge 
Archer presiding. 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Have the prisoner brougit in. 


COURT CLERK z 


Bring in the prisoner, 


(Beck is goodlooking and well dressed.) 


ie 


` People's time and hard-earned funds 


4 b 


JUPGE ARCHER 
(Raps for order) 
Quiet please! 
(quiet established) 
Now, if the District Attorney is ready.. 


MADISON 
(Up. ‘Judge smiles,then nod 
(T0 JUDGE) 
May it please the Court. (To JURY) Gentlemen of. 
the jury. The People against Dr. John Beck! In the 
matter of murder, the People against any person is 
a serious solemn matter. But in this instance of, 
the People against Dr. Beck, (Pause) we, here in’ ~ 
this courtroom shall have to gaze deeply and at 
length into the soul of a long-scheméng, merci- 
less killer, and find there sordid and unwhole- ¢ 
some facts never before brought out into the light 
of any courtroom. 


to him. Xs.b) 


I have practiced law in this State for twenty 
years. I have been in the District Attorney's 
office for twelve years. And the last five of 
those twelve years I have had charge of that 
office. But never before have I had to prosec- 
ute such a case as this one. Dr. John Beck,ia 
prominent Negro physician, is accused of kill- 
ing his wife. i 
The bare statement of the State's case against 
Dr. Beck is very, very simple. The State will 
prove that Dr. Basis Sometime during the day of 

» July his wife in his 
surgery, eng oes "the first floor of their 
home which is on 139th Street in Harlem. The 
State will prove that this was a premeditated 
crime: that Dr. Beck killed his wife in cold 
blood with a surgical instrument. The State 
will prove that Dr. Beck's motives for killing 
Amanda Beck were lust for another woman, revenge 
against his wife for an act she had committed 
early in their association, and greed for the 
goodly amount of property which was hers. 
AEE AN msaee wavs, ad 
peculiarly subjected to the sociology and condi- 
tions under which Negroes live - conditions hither- 
to unknown to me = we have found it necessary, in 
the interest of a fair trial, to have a Negro ap- 
ointed Special Assistant District Attorney. 
Cane to table) And in that capacity, it has been 
our good fortune to have secured the services of 
a most able lawyer. I refer to the gentleman at 
the State's table, Mr. Luther Fields, Counselor 
At Law. (FIELDS bows. COLLINGS whispers to BECK) 
With his assistance the State has been able pı 
erly to construct its case against this hoar ETEA, 
beast, Dr. Beck, whose crime now “Regge the 


ae 


ACT ONE 


S@ Fhe statements I have just made are but a 
bare outline of the facts. During the course of 
this trial the State will show that Dr. Beck made 
undue and unwholesome use of his profession - one 
of the most honorable and most humane professions 
known to manjtind: that he planned to ehcourage 
other Negro physicians likewise to mishandle and 
abuse the medical profession: that he had a pec- 
uliar, cold-blooded complex which made him ignore — 
(To <BPORTERS) the affectionately intimate duties 
of a husband: a complex of which he was utterly 
and sanely aware, and which finally drove him to 
remove his wife from this earthly scene by stab- 
bing her in the back! (Reaction in court) The 
State now calls its first witness. Dr. Alfred 
Hicks. (HICKS starts X) 


CLERK 

Alfred Hicks to the stand! Dr. Alfred Hicks! 
(HICKS Xs..R. Gives neme to STENO. CLERK Xs ett 
D.L. of stand) 

You solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? - 


HICKS 
I do. 


CLERK 
Sit down. (HICKS sits) 


MADISON 

(Xs L. to stand) 

Dr. Hicks, are you not the Medical Examiner of 
this City? 


DR. HICKS 
Yes, sir: I am 


MABISON 
And fer hew leng have you so served the City? 


DR. HICKS 
For nine years. 


MADISON 
Dr. Hicks....are you a white man? 


COLLINGS 
(Ups: Surprise in court) 
Objection! 
(BIELDS up) 

MADISON 


If it please the Court.... 


Ea 8 E ACT ONE 


JUDGE ARCHER 
The Court feels it only proper and fair to warn 
the District Attorney that the U.S. Supreme Court 
has looked with disfavor upon distimctions of 
color made in trials. (MA. Xs to table. Motions 
to PI, FI. up. Xs L.) 


: FIELDS : 
If the Court please. The State dislikes to make 
any reference to color efmeikn. But in this in- 
stance, the State believes it utterly necessary 
to do 803 not only in questioning Dr. Hicks, but 
also in questioning other witnesses who are to it 
take the stand. It is not for the purpose of em- 
- barrassing witnesses that the State is asking them 
to declare their color under oath. On the contrary, 
kesvits plea in the belief that it ii 
to the advantage of. the entire Negro race that is 
this trial such declaration be made. 


MADISON 
Now, Dr. Hicks, are you a white man? 


DR. HICKS 
Yes sir, I am a white man. 


Thankyorws MADISON 
Did you perform an autopsy on a woman, Amanda Beck? 


DR. HICKS 
I dia. 


SON 
Can you tell us what caused her death? 


DR. HICKS 
She died frgn a wound inflicted by a long, keen 
srgido ka ii which entered her back just beneath 
her left shoulder blade, penetrating her heart. 


MADISON 
Would you say that a person well informed about 
anatomy had used that instrument. as a weapon 
with which to kill Amanda Beck? 


COLLINGS 
(Up) 
Objection! 
MADISON 
Never mind answering, Dr. Hicks. I withdraw the p 
question. (Turns-smiles at CO.) Could yow say, z 


Dr. Hicks, just what time on Wednesday, July ist, 
Amanda Beck died? : 


DR. HICKS 
I first examined the body on July lst at 7 
o'clock in the evening. Judging from the stage 
to which Rigor Mortis had advanced, I should 
say sometime between 10 in the morning and 3 
in the afternoon. 


MADISON 
Thank you, Dr. Hicks. That'll be all. Your 
witness, Mr. Collings. 


COLLINGS 
No questions. 


(HICKS leaves stand. Resumes seat) 
MADISON. 

(Up) 

Will Patrolman James James take the stand? 


CLERK 
James James to the stand! James James to the stand! 


(JANES Xs to stand) (Ne tam Mouth) 


You solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you — 
God? ; 


T ONE 


MADISON 
How long have you beena-policofian? 


JAMES 
Been on active duty fo! years; was on reserves 
two years. 


MADISON 
Are you a colored person, Patrolman James? 


JANES 

If I ain't, I been kiddin' myself a long time. 

(Laughter in court. JU. raps) + x 
MADISON 

Do you patrol a block on 139th St. between 7th 

and 8th Avenue? And if you do,did you patrol 

that block at any time during July 1st? 


JANE: 
Dat's mah beat! And ah was on it th! afternoon 
of July lst. Ah remembers dat day well! 


MADISON 
Tell us why you remember the day of July lst 
so well? 

JANES 3 


(Sitting up) 
Bout half past six o'clock dat emenin' Ah was j 
walkin' on 139th St. goin' from 7th Avenue to 
8th Avenue when Dr. Beck come a-runnin' out ten 
his house. 


MADISON 
^ Did you know Dr. Beck? 


JANES i 
bes, everybody in that part of Harlem knowed ~ 
j Dr. Beck. 4 
MADISON 
What happened after you saw Dr. Beck run out of 
his house? 


JAMES 
He call me an' said: "Commer. Somebody kille 
wife!" Den I followed him intuh his hous 0? 
his office on th! first floor to where he~“takes 
care of the sick folks. % 


MADISON- 
You mean the Surgery, don't you? 
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JAMES 
Dat's what. Ah mean. Th' surgery. Well, Ah seed a woman layin’ 
"cro: n operatin' table. Her head was hangin’ down on one 
side an' her feet was touchin' th’ floor on the other side. 
A knife was stuck in her back -- clear to th’ handle. Th’ 
prisoner said she was dead: so him bein’ a doctor, Ah tuck 
his word for it. 


MADISON 
What did you say to Dr. Beck? 


JAMES 
Ah asked him who found th’ body. An‘ he said he found it. He 
said he come home -- aftuh bein’ out ‘bout all day == an' found 
her dead just like that; ‘bout two minutes befo' he called me. 
Ah tole him not to touch nothin’. Den Ah went into th' waitin'- 
room part of his office an' called Headquarters, an' tole ‘em 
tuh send up th' Homicide Squad. I didn't let Dr. Beck get out of 
my sight ‘til th' Homicide Squad come. Dey wasn't long gettin’ 
uptown neither! 


MADISON 
Was anyone else in the house? 


‘JAMES 
From th' time I went inside, nobody but me an' Dr. Beck was in 
th' house til th' Homicide Squad come. 

MADISON 
Then Dr. Beck was the first person -- so far as you know -- to 
see Mrs. Beck after she was killed? 


JAMES 
So far as Ah know, Dr. Beck was th' first person to Mrs. 


Beck aftuh she was killed. 


MADISON 3 
Is it possible that Dr. Beck would be aware of the time you ` 
would ordinarily pass his house? - 


oe 
Then Dr. Beck. g 
at tl 20 


A pehess-ans x 
‘pete en 


JAMES 
Sure it's possible dat he could know what time Ah passes tee 
his house. Yaas suh! 5 


MADISON 
That's all, Officer James. Your witness, Mr, Collings. 
(Xs to CLERK-whispers-Xs to table) 


COLLINGS 
(Seated) 
Patrolman James, do you know for a fact that Dr. Beck would be 
aware of the time you would ordinarily pass his house? 


JAMES 
No suh! 
COLLINGS 
That's all. (JAMES returns to seat in courtroom) 


As JIMES leaves the stand, CLERK calle INSPECTOR O'MALLEY 
to the stand) 


` CLERK 
Inspector O'Malley to the witness stand! 
Inspector O'Malley to the stand! 
(O'M. Xs R. Gives name: to STENO. Mounts 
stand) 


You solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 


O'MALLEY 
I do. (Sits. CLERK sits at doors D.L} 


MADISON 
(Xing to stand) 
Now, Inspector.....- 


O'MALLEY 
I'm Inspector of Detectives, working out of the 
Central Bureau. Been on the force twenty years. 
And so help me...I'm a white man! 


MADISON |, 
(Laughs) oo 

That's saving time, unless Mr. Collings files 
objections with the Court. 


Cee t 


COLLInes ~ 

(Smiles) 

No objections, Mr. District Attorney. ` 
MADISON 


Where were you, Inspector, on July lst at about 
six-thirty in the evening? 


O'MALLEY f 
I was in my office at Central Bureau, talking to © 
Dr. Hicks, the Medical Examiner of the city. s 


MADISON ; a 
What happened? : 


O'MALLEY 
My telephone rang. It was a call from Officer 
James James (Nods in direction of JAMES) of the 
135th Street precinct, who reported that a wo- 
man had been killed at an address on 139th Street. 
Since the Medical Examiner was in the office, I 
asked him to accompany me and five of the Homi- 
cide Squad to the scene of the killing. 


MADISON 
(Xs to table. Picks up surgical probe) 
Tell us whom you found when you reached the 139th 
Street address. s 
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O'MALLEY 
We were admitted to the house by Officer James and Dr. Beck-- 
that man seated at yonder table with Counsellor Collings. 


Go on. 


7 O'MALLEY 
We at once proceeded to the Surgery where the body lay. I re- 
mained there. I told one of my men to explore the entire house 
and to report back to me in the Surgery from time to time.. 
Other than in the Surgery we found nothing of material import- 
ance to the crime which had been committed. 


MADISON 
At what time did Dr. Beck say he left the house that day? 


painei 'MALLEY 
He said he left the house at 10:30 that morning; and returned 
at 6:20 that evening. 


MADISON 
How did he say he left his wife? Did he say he left her in 
good health? 


O'MALLEY 
Dr. Beck swore his wife was quite altight when he left her 
that morning. 


MADISON 
Now tell us, Inspector, how did you go about solving this 
crime of murder? 


COLLINGS 
I object to the form of that question! 


MADISON 
Very well. I'1l change the form of the question. Tell us, 
Inspector, how you attempted to solve this crime of murder. 


O'MALLEY 
We used every resource at our command. Men, our crime labor- 
ories, and the polit departments in other cities.. I det- 
ives to work night and day: 15 extra 
out of town, and ten under@ 
leads. Including myself, there 
were oe = Aes from all other duties except the sèlv- 
ing of ca 


MADISON 
And why did you put so many men on one case, Inspector? 


a IS sor one 


O'MALLEY 
Vhat else can you do--when the richest nigra in America 
is killed? This woman had made her fortuna f) some sort 
of grease she used on nigra people's hair. She was worth 
about five million|in business equipment, real estate and 
cash. 


MADISON 
I see. And now will you tell the Court and the jury the det- 
ailed steps you took in the investigation of Amanda Beck's 
death. 


O'MALLEY 
Meàl...you have to be thorough about a person like that. 
No matter her color. And.... 


COLLINGS 


(Up) 
I object. The witness’ answer isn't responsive. 


sues 
Sustained. The witness will please answer questions directly. 


O'MALLEY 

(Glaring at COLLINGS) 

We went into the possibility of robbery and assault during 
robbery first. 


MADISON 
my? 


O'MALLEY 
Bedause Dr. Beck tried to make us believe a thief had broken 
into the house, and had kilbed Amanda Beck when she surprised 
him at his work. 


MADISON 
And you found no evidence that a robbery had been committed? 


COLLINGS 
I object. That's a leading question. 


O'MALLEY 
There was no evidence to support a robbery theory. 
COLLINGS 
(Shouting at O'MALLEY) 
Don't answer questions before the Court rules on my objections. 


O'MALLEY 
I've been a cop long enough to know court procedure, And don't 
you shout while speaking to me. 


@ /b 


MADISON 
This particular interruption by the Defense Attorney is 
unseemly, your Honor, This witness is offering straight test- ~ 
imony backed by twenty years of active police work.... ¥ 


COLLINGS j 
I ask the Court by what right does the witness presume to direct 7 
me how I shall use my voice while conducting the business of my 
client? 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Mr. Collings’ objection sustained, Hereafter witness will 
address complaints regarding conduct of either counsel to 
the Court, You may continue, Mr. Madison, 


MADISON: 
What did you do about Dr, Beck's robbery theory, Inspector? 
O'MALLEY 
We couldn't find any evidence to support such a wild idea. 
And after proper investigation -~ and incidentally, ten of 
the detectives we used on this case were nigras —. we dis- 
carded robbery as a motive for murder. 


MADISON 
And’ what else did you do, Inspector? 

or 
We investigated the backgrounds of every single individual in 
the Beck household. I had Dr. Beck's patients investigated and 
we followed all the leads concerning the people connected with 
Amanda Beck's hair-dressing business {to the bitter endJ 


MADISON 
And to whom did the clues you uncovered point? 


O'MALLEY 

To Dr. Be š 
COLLINGS 

Objection, 
JUDGE ARCHER 

Overruled, 


MADISON 
And, Inspector, why did you suspect Dr. Beck? 


> O'MALLEY 
First of ell,jhecause of his insistence that Mrs, Beck had been 
ch happi 


killea duri. robbery -- a robbery whit ened, 
iat 
pee cae couldat have 
I see. Go on, 
oF 


Then when we asked Dr, Beck to tell us where he had been during the 
day, he couldn't give us mich of an answer. 


MADISON 
What did he tell you? 
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O'MALLEY 
He said he had been to a semi-pro baseball game over in Jersey. 
But he couldn't prove he was there. Then he said he had been out 
driving, and something had gone wrong with the motor of his car. 
He said he had stopped to fix it. But his hands were too clean for 
him to have worked on the motor of his car in the past 24 hours, 
We had our chemist examine his -hands. 


MADISON 
Inspector, when you i tigated Dr. Beck's » did you 
find anything in it which caused you to suspect he had killed 
his wife? i ” 
Uliak: Ucs- oft, invida 


ge gamag Thet 
coman Rigus's paat ini Cp, | knew he 
I object. Wa gord rAcasow be bedlaty wt 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Sustained. Jury will disregard that answer. 


(Gets knife} ISBN AG, 
Now, Inspector, mt me =- os you ever seen this object which I 


holding in my hand? That is: before now? 


a 


o 
Yes. I've seen it before now, The first time I saw it, it was : 
sticking in the back of Amanda Beck as she lay acreoss an oper- 
ating table in Dr. Beck's surgery. The prisoner identified it 

as a surgical instrument he used in his practice of medicine — 
after Dr. Hicks drew it out of the body. And since then I've 

hed occasion to examine it at length. : 


MADISON: 
Were there any finger-prints on it, Inspector? 


O'MALLEY 
None. Somebody had taken good care to wipe the handle of that 
knife clean,[A casual Harlem burglar -- the sort Dr. Beck want- 
ed us to look for -- wouldn't take such pains: and then go off 
and leave the knife still sticking in the victim's back] 


MADISO! 
Thank you, Inspector. If it please the Court, I wish to intro- 
duce this knife in evidence as the weapon which caused the death 
of Amanda Beck, 


COLLINGS 
No objection. 

MADISON 
Your witness, Mr. Collings. 
COLLINGS 


(Up-at table) 
Inspector, where were you born? 
(CLERK takes knife, tags it, and places 
it on Stenographer's table.) 


(up) 
I object. We're trying a man for irdeni not investigating 
Inspector O'Malley's place of bir 


we 
If it please the court. wick wish to follow a line of questioning 
which will prove beyond the shadow of a doubt that Inspector 
omrina investigation of Amanda Beck's death was colored by 
T, bitter prejudice, That because of personal reasons he 
peek to direct the clues he uncovered in this case toward 
Dr. Beck so that Dr. Beck would appear guilty of having commit- 
ted a marder he could not péssibly have committed, 


£ O'MALLEY 
G td call myself a good citizen! 


JUDGE ARCHER 


If that is the line of questioning the Attorney 
for the Defense wishes to follow, Mr. Madison, 
I can see no reason why Inspector O'Malley 
shouldn't answer the question regarding his 
birth place. Objection over-ruled. ey 


COLLINGS 
(Turning to O'MALLEY) 
Now tell us where you were born! 


O'MALLEY 
In Atlanta, Georgia. (envi sation)— bis, saps 
(tor tyrace t spiet. Ks dL “of Bog) 
COLLINGS 


(ting-tó-tebre}) 
How old were you when you left Georgia to come 
up North to New York? 


O'MALLEY 
A grown man. Past twenty-one, anyway. 


COLLINGS 
(Xs to stand) 
And even now you'd call yourself a good 
Southerner; after having been in New York 
for, I'd say, at least twenty years? 


(Tp Foae O COLLINGS 

But you still cling to some of those fine old 
Southern ideas, don't you? For instance, a while ¥ 
back you said to me:"..,and keep your voice 

down when speaking to me!" 


MADISON 
Objection! 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Over-ruled. 


OLLINGS 
Answer the question, Inspector! 


d O'MALLEY 
(Angered )a 
I still some of our Southern ideas, re- 
garding what you have in mind, excellent! So what? 


ptt S) conumas ~ 


How nice! Now we're gettin 
tand other 


New York ca. iaa: 


Ima : 
ank God 5 $ ri 
3 l 
MADISON 
h Șt I object! ir, Collings Ae tise. 
ngs F X 


JUDGE ARCHER 
(Sternly) 
Objection sustained. (To STENO) Strike out that 
whole speech made by Mr. Collings.(To CO) Now eir, 
confine yourself to questioning the witness! 


COLLINGS 
(Bowing to JU) 
I apologize for my enthusiasm. (Xing to table) 
And ask that my apology be placed in the record. 


(JU. nods to G0.-then to STENO. CO. refers papers) 


Inspector O'Malley, during the first three weeks 
you investigated the murder of Amanda Beck you 
worked on the theory that a prowler had killed 
her, didn't you? 


O'MALLEY 
I investigated her death from every angle. 
COLLINGS 
But you didn't begin to suspect Dr. Beck until 
your southern blood began to boil; did you? 
(Up) MADISON 
I object to that question! 
COLLINGS ; 
I withdraw the question. Now, Inspector: is it 
not a fact that you asked Dr. Beck wee the Mmm Wine 
nie, Book ures | 


O'MALLEY 
Yes , ameter Estee and it was a 
dutiful question. 

COLLINGS as 
I agree that it was a dutiful question. But what % 


did you say when Dr. Beck answered: "Marlene DuLane"? 


O'MALLEY : À 
Naturally, I asked him who Miss DuLane was. : 


COLLINGS 
(Xing to stand) 
Isn't it a fact that you said: "The musical comedy 
star?" And when Dr. Beck said: "Yes"; isn't it a 
fact that you said: "Where do you get off having a 
white woman like that as a patient, nigger?"? 


3 O'MALLEY 
(Self risiig) I said no such thing! 


DR. BECK foe ; 
(Springs up-overturning chair) That's a damn lie! 
fer. Xs D.L.-seats BE. Noisé in.cour! raps) à 


COLLINGS - 
(as | BE. dumps BP, Xs to U.S. of pe 
areful. see 
E Toas ioa GU., aU. Xs R.-Sits. CO. places hand on 
BE.'s shoulder) 


I humbly ask that the Court overlook this interrup- 
a $ = tion from my client. I'm sure the Court understands - 
f the strain Dr. Beck is undergoinge seee. 


JUDGE ARCHER 

(Galmly) s 

Both you and your client are intelligent per- 

sons, Mr. Collings. It is unseemly that your 

client take undue advantage of the Court's time 

with such language and performance. And if it 
occurs again, the Court will hold you, Mr. Coll- 

ings, responsible; and deal with you accordingly. 

Please get on with the witness. 


z COLLINGS 
(Xs L.) 
Inspector, you, personally, investigated Marlene 
DuLane--did you not? 


"MALLEY 
I, personally, destier many of Dr. Beck's 
patients : 


$ COLLINGS 
What did you say when Miss Dulane told. ei that 
_ several times she took a plane from Holds See to 


New York so ee Dr. Beck could give her 
treatments, x 


: O'MALLEY 
I mađe no comment on that! I merely asked her 
couldn't she get a physician out ee the 


(Angered) 
I made no comment to any detective! 


COLLINGS 
Didn't you say to a detective - a detective you found it 
convenient to send to Paris when you discovered that the 
Defense in this case wished to serve him with a subpoena-- 
didn't you say..eee.. 


MADISON 
Objection! 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Objection over-ruled. The question is permissible. 


COLLINGS 
Didn't you say: "If it takes me a lifetime, that's one 
nigger doctor I'll make it my business to hang! 


» O'MALLEY 
Why hee I object to a colored doctor having white 
patien 


COLLINGS 
(Close to O'MALLEY) 
Answer the question, Inspector. 


O'MALLEY 
I didn't say that! But dammit, what if I did? (Up) Where 
do you get off with such smartness? 


atuty- COLLINGS 
That's all, Inspector. (Xs to table) 


O'MALLEY, 
What? whai O] 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Mr. Collings says that's all. You may step down, (O'MALLEY 
leaves stand and court room) CCo xs ty takde) 


-MADISON 

If the ape please, I should like to call Miss Ella Gordon 
as the next witness. (Xs R. to spectators’ section, 
and ie ELLA GORDON to the stand; while the CLERK calls) 


(ELLA GORDON is sworn in: gives name to the CLERK: sits) 


(She is bs elderly woman, dressed very plainly 
in an old fashioned style.) 


CLERK 3 à 
You solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God? = 


ELLA GORDON 
I do. (Sits) 
(GL. sits D.L. of bench) 


MADISON 
(Xing to stand) 
Tell us what your life's work is, Miss Gordon. 


ELLA GORDON 
My life's work, Walter?.... 


JUDGE EE E 
If the witness please, > 


since this is a gourt. ang the asi: 
E E oils fes agpe aa 
ELLA GORDON < i 

Ias E ta ardon. But Walter--I mean $ 
District Avtotrey Madteok--wasoneeee pupil 
of mine. And since he was a wee lad, I've known 
him best as Walter. However, I shall refrain 
from so addressing him, and shall, I hope, use 
the correct formality. 


MADISON 
By us what your life's work is, Miss Bormi 


ELLA 
5 How nice of you to me ett that way. - my, Ima 
school teacher. 


_ MADISON 
“fell us how Jes you've been a teacher. È 


GORDON 
teacher in the New York Public 
for the past forty Milt TN 


t have EN 
School syste 


COLLINGS 
_ (Up-Xing L.) = 
If the Court please. We aha mis witness! 
„testimony aa immateris 


MADISON 
a the Court please. mite State ines to u 
akay, thi: gar aa aa Eats 
% metar $ 


MADISON 
(Xing to stand) 
Now, Miss Gordon, tell us where you've been teach- 
ing of late. In whet part of thecity have you been 
teaching? 


ELLA GORDON 
For the past twenty years, now, I've been teach- 
ing in the Harlem section of the city. 


MADISON 
And, Miss Gordon...you're a white woman, aren't you? 


ELLA GORDON 
Why yes, I am. 


Now tell us exactly what your duties as a teacher 
are. 


ELLA GORDON 

I teach what is commonly known as the "Special 
children's Class". It's a class for subnormal 
boys and girls; those unfortunates who show 
undeniable defects of mentality. (Laughing) of 
course I've taken up this sort of work since 
ou were a pupil of mine, Mr. District Attorney. 

Gaughter in court) 
(A. bows in PEREO Y ey aeee ELLA. GORDON) 


MADISON 
Miss Gordon, do you know the prisoner, Dr. Beck? 


ELLA GORDON 
Yes: I know Dr. Beck. 


MADISON 
Tell us how and when you met pi: Beck. And tell us 
what took place at that meeting. 


ELLA GORDON e 
Dr. Beck came to my class-room a little over two 
years ago. He asked me about a pupil of mine, John 
Doolittle. Usually we don't give out information 
concerning the unfortunates we teach: but I felt 
that Dr. Beck's profession entitled him to aes 
facts angy John Doolittle. 


MADISON 
And what did you tell Dr. Beck? 


From our records Dr. Beck learned that John 
Doolittle had one of the lowest 1.Q.s of my 
pupil ever to attend a public school in New 
York. He learned that John's father, George 
Doolittle, had at one time been detained in 

a public institution for mental cases in ea 
Columbia, South Carolina. That John's mother, 
Lūlu Doolittle, had once been a patient in a 
similar institution in Alabama. That John had 
several brothers and sisters all of whom show- 
ed marked mental.defects. 


MADISOI 
And what comment did Dre Beck make? 


ELLA Gi 
Bah., umon EEN Saans in that fam- 
ily is congenital." 


MADISON FED 4 


Thank you, Miss Gordon. Now Mr. Collings, 
you may have the witness. 


ft conn nies 7 
No questions. aes à 


(GORDON leaves stands MA. escorts nak. R. to ra 
MADISON 


: (xe 6.) 5 
The State's next witness is George Do oLittle. 


(D00. up from seat. GUARD leads him to stand. 
GUARD Xs apor - stts) a 


GEORGE DOOLITTLE 
(Xing L 


X: 
Ah swear fo! God! Ah ain't done Tiat 
Jedge. Ah ain't done a thing! — 


i a sate and a tee His o clothes are mere 


JUDGE ARCHER 
(Speaking in a low kindly voice) 
No one has said yet that you have. Now if you 
please, give your attention to the gentleman beside 
you, the Clerk, and do as he directs you. 


GEORGE DOOLITTLE 
Yaas Suh. r 


COURT CLERK 
(Speaking slowly this time) 
You solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth so help you God? f 


GEORGE DOOLITTIE 
(Llooks utterly perplexed; then it dawns 
on him what has been said; he places hand 
on Bible) 
Oh, yaas suhi Yaas suht 


COURT CLERK 
Sit down in that chair, please. 


GEORGE DOOLITTIE 

Thank you suh. 
(Mounts stand; a) down; fumbles with $ 
hat; then drops it on floor; then picks it E 
ups -twists into bart in hands ) X 


MADIS! 
w, Mre Doolittle. Do you now the man on ee 
here peep murder, Dr. Beck? 


GEORGE DOOLITTLE 
Suh? 


> aane a Little” Tondon) à 
I say do you know Dr. Beck’ F 


p GEORGE DOOLT 
Yuh mean dat gen'man back yondah Peen: wid dat 
colored man who been doin’ so much talkin’ in hyeah? 


MADISO 
Yes. That's the man I mean. 
GEORGE DOOLITTLE 


ae broadly at Dr. Beck) 
[os Yeas suh. Ah knows dat gen'man. 4 


witness, the Court isavare that this witness, George Doo- 
little, is incompetant to testify in a case such as this-- 
where a man is on trial for his life. 


MADISON 
The State agrees with Mr. Collings concerning the 
compet@ncy of this witness to testify for or against Dr. 
ck. The State realizes that this man is somwhat help- 
less. But the State contends that this man is not so 
helpless that he cannot identify Dr. Beck and tell under 
what circumstances he met Dr. Beck. 


a JUDGE ARCHER ‘N 
Objection over-ruled. t 


MADISON 
Thank you, your honor. Now Mre Doolittle». Tell all of 
us here when and how you met Dr. Beck. 


GEORGE DOOLITTLE 
Ah can' remember jess when it wuz--tuh th' day. But it 
wuz when mah wife wuz "bout tuh hab anuthudh baby. Ah went 
tuh dat doctuéh's house an' axted him tuh cum see mah wife. 


MADISON 
And did Dr. Beck @ and see your wife? 


GEORGE DOOLITTLE 
Yaas suh! he cum right offl 


MADISON in 
How many children do you have, Mr. Doolittle? a 


GEORGE DOOLITTLE 
x (Shaking his head from side to side) 
~ Lawd! Ah swear Ah don't know! 
r p (Stands up and points to spectator's bench) c 
But mah wife back ovah 
; yondaħt! Ah'spect she might know! os 
F (Some giggling in Court) É 


T ia i MADISON Tages 1 
_ Have you had any children since Dr. Beck took care of 
you wife when she was about to have a baby--her last baby? 


si : we a = GEORGE DOOLITTLE 
ws nee 
S (Smt. 


s broadly) | Poles 


e s MADISON © 
That's all Mr. Doolittle. ae 


= COLLINGS — a 
(Rising quickly as Doolittle attempts to 
leave stand) — yor i 

minute Mr. Doolittled | 
alks ti as Doolit 


it Pei, 


æ 2E cii Or oir i 


GEORGE DOLLITTLE 
(As Madison stands dose by 

Ah don! do much of nuthint, son. Ah can! git it tuh 
dot 

(eee COLLINGS 

Then how do you manage to live? How do you pay rent 
and buy food, something to eat? How do you buy clothes 
‘for yourself and your family? 


GEORGE DOOLITTLE 
(Bobbing his head up and down wisely) 
Lawd sont Ah des gigt down on mah knees and prays 
and Gawd takes kere of me. 


x COLLINGS 
But how do you ‘eae IRER (Ey KOO 
GEORGE DOOLITTLE 
(Growing suddenly angry) 
Ain'f you got no ‘spect fur what Ah des said! Ah 
tole yuh Gawd takes kere of me! åh prays when Ah needs 
som'pen. An' Gawd sendsit 


JUDGE ARCHER 


(Turning toward witness) A 


George, the Court understands your devotion to Gode 
And commends you upon your faith. But the Court also 
knows that~er things like food and clothing and shelter, 
while off-times the indirect answer to prayer, these 
things, George, come by working for them, or they come 
as gifts from people. Now tell us how you get your food 
and shelter and clothing. 


GEORGE DOOLITTLE 
(Speaking to Judge) 

Well it's like dis, Judge. Dey's a lady--a good. 
woman, too! snd dey donf com a night dat Ah don’ git 
down on mah knees an! pray for her and for mot good 
womens like her--an' she cum by evah’now and den ant pays 
the rent. An! dey's a wagon dat cum--look like des when 
us needs it--wid good vituals an's tuff. Ant th! clothes 
Ah gits “hg oes ‘round tuh folksest houses an axtes fur 
‘em. Den th' lady--she bring clothes tool 


COLLINGS 
(Suddenly) 
No more questions! 


JUDGE ARCHER 
(When Doolittle remains in chair bewildered) 
You may go, George. 


MADISON 
(As Collings crosses to his table.) 
Lulu Doolittle, please take the stand. 


GEORGE DOOLITTLE 

(As he crosses to gate.) 
Go on up dere now, honey. Dey aint going tuh do nothin' but axt 
you a whole lot dat don’ mean nothin' 


LULU DOOLITTLE 
(A tiny, black woman, wearing a panorama of 
clothing, ill arranged on her person crosses 


eft.) 
Hush yo mouf, George! Hush yo mouf! 


COURT CLERK 
Lulu Doolittle to stand! Lulu Doolittle. 
When she comes to stand.) 
You solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and noth: 
but the truth} so help you God? 


LULU DOOLITTLE 
(She sits in chair.) 
MADISON 


Now, Mrs. Doolittle. I didn't put this question to Mr. Doolitt. 
but I will put it to you. Are you a colored person? 


LULU DOOLITTLE 
(Rocks back and forth laughing.) 
Aho Ah'm colored. a husband's colored too. So's all my chil 
Angrily. 
4n' don' you axt me no mo’ questions. Cause mah husband don' 
‘low me tuh talk tuh no white mens. An' you knows why! 


GEORGE DOOLITTLE 
(Rises from spectator's chair 
Now don' yh start actin' like no dam fool, Lulu! 


Sho, Ah does! 


LULU DOOLITTLE 
fent feet, glares at George, clenching her 
sts 
e dat cussin' --yuh, Ga oera Doolittle! Dont start fe 


Yuh knows Ah's SAS tuh throw z 
(Flops Back =e seat are Juize rap Sa 2 
Ant Ah aint talkin' to no white men: a 


GEORGE DOOLITTLE 
All right den! But mind yo' business! 


(MADISON crosses to his table. Talks to FI€L@S.) 

JUDGE ARCHER 

There will be no further demonstration in this Court! 
MADISON 

If the Court Please. Attorney Fields will question this witn 

for the Stat 


(JUDGE ARCHER nods. FIELDS crosses to witness 
chair.) 


FIELDS 
(Smiles pleasantly at Lulu who breaks in- 
to unseemly: giggles, peeping at himf rom 
behind handkerchief} 
Now then, Mrs. Doolittle. Perhaps you and I can get 
on together. Just want you bo answer a few questions-- 
very simple questions. 


LULU DOOLITTE 
Ef yuh axt ‘em. ` 


FIELDS 
How many children have you, Mrs. Doolittle? 


LULU DOOLITTLE 
Lawd hab mercy!--Ah don! know! Deret s Sally, Mary, ye 
Pilia geese Amy, Matties So 


+) 

Fur & Ab kin recolect--'bout near twenty. Dey is 
scattered ovah evahware. Some hyeah; some dere. Some of 
es locked up places e sma Iemm = o 

(Collings laughs out loud) 


FIELDS 
You have a son called John, haven't you? 
LULU DOOLITTLE 
(Proudly) 


t's mah smatest chile. Dey still lets him go tuh 
gonos tae kin sh-nuff write his name now! He know near 
heap as much as the teacher, tod! $ 
— ER rune 


FIELDS 
When did you have your lest child, Mrs. Doolittle? 
SAE ees = LULU DOOLITTLE : 
___, (Coyly) 
‘Bout two years paste 
_ FIELDS 
Do you ‘remembers the doctor you had at that time? 
LULU DOOLITTLE 5 
(StAL c: coy) 
Tavā yes! Dat gorao culled man dere--Dec.Beck! 


Pk 


FIELDS 3 
Mrs Doolittle. Until you ie your last nate wie 
Fas a ET ery single year of your marriage, you? 


å FIELDS 
And you like babies, don't you Mrs. Doolittle? 


LULU DOOLITTIE 
Dey is sweet. Cose Ah likes tem! 


d FIELDS 
Ana you don't mind having babies, do you? 


LULU DOOLITTLE 
(Hanging head coyly) 
Naw suhe 


FIELDS 
But since Dr. Beck attended you, there hasn't been 
the least sign of a) new baby, has there? 


LULU DOOLITTLE 
Naw suhe 


FIELDS 
That's all, Mrs. Doolittle. Unless Mr. Collings-~ 


COLLINGS 
(Stands; looks slyly at Fields, then at 
Madison, waves his hand) 
No questions. 
(Lulu scrambles down from stand and runs 
Right to where her husband sits) ? ar 
(Fields back to table. Madison nods to him) $ 


MADISON : 4 
3 ( (Walking toward witness-stand. Hols 
some papers in his hand} 
The State calls Miss Hilda Redd. to the Standas the 
State's next witness. 
(Stops to give his attention to papers 
he hold in his hand) 


COURT CLERK 
(Ri: holding Bible in hand) 


(A well dressed woman of about thirty-five .- te ARA 


leaves spestator's bench and walks towara “7 
witness stand. | 


POR TR Te OE en ee 


ae 53 ACT ONE 


gracéful about the action. Crosses 
legs. She has pretty legs.) 


MADISON 
Now Miss Redd, tell us, are you a colored person? 
HILDA REDD 
(With a knowing smile) 
Yes. I am. 
MADISON 
And how do you make your living? 
HILDA REDD 
I'm a nurse. 
MADISON 
Now,Miss Redd. Tell us in what hospital you re- 
ceived your professional training. k 
e a 
HILDA REDD 


I did my first two years' student work in Freeman's 
Hospital in Washington, D.C. I did two years! work in 
Harlem Hospital. I'm a certified graduate Nurse. And count- 
ing my student days, I've been in this profession; four- 
teen years. EESE 


MADISON 
Will you tell us briefly the duties of a graduate nurse? 


HILDA REDD 
Besides looking after a patient's general welfare, a graduate 
nure must be able to keep charts, assist at operations, anà 
] have a practical knowledge of medicine. 


MADISO! 


N 
Thank you. Were you ever employed bythe Prisoner 
Dr. Beck ?, Miss “ead? ieee ; 


er 
HILDA REDD ghe i 
Yes. Iwas employed by Dr. Beck--once upon a time¢ Most 
of the work I did for him was in hisoffice. Besides my 
s ical 


actual nursing activities, I did his general 
work. And when the occasion demanded. 
accompa) Dr. Beck on his 


MADISON 
Then, Miss Redd, you were well acquainted with Dr. 
Beck's work, his patients, and his general routine? 


HILDA REDD 
I was. 


MADISON 
Were you acquainted with his home life and 
domestic affairs? 


HILDA REDD 
I was well acquainted with his home life--since he 
maintains his office Np poets 
One BOO eee S 


MADISON 
What was Dr. Beck's attitude toward his wife? 


COLLINGS 
(Up) 

This question constitutes conjecture. It's only 
a guess. 


JUDGE ARCHER 
oi an over-ruled. Witness may answer the question, 
CO. si 


HILDA REDD ot? 
Dr. Beck did not love his wife Ha confessed to 
na that he had never loved -herS*He further told 
me--without my having asked him to do so--that 
he hadn't the least affection for lirs. Beck. He 
merely tolerated the woman because he had to. 
And once Mrs. Beck told me that she end Dr. Beck 
had never had conjugal relations. That he had : 
denied her such a relationship. 


MADISON 
(Turns to BB.-to JUR,-then to REDD) 
Tell us, Miss Redd, did you help Dr. Beck in the 
case Of Mré. Doolittle; when Mrs. Doolittle was 
with child? 


HILDA REDD 

Yes. I was with Dr. Beck when he attended Mrs. 
Doolittle during her confinement. And I was 
present at the delivery of Mrs. Doolittle's 
baby. I didn't happen to ge with Dr. Beck when 
he made his first visit to the Doolittle home. 
(GO, starts rise. REDD speaks quickly) However, 
I learned about that visit Fron the doctor, 
himself. 


HILDA REDD 
Dr. Beck came directly to the office from the 
Doolittle home. He looked terribly disgusted 
about something. When he spoke iy voice plain- 
ly showed his disgust. He said? "Hilda, I've been 
in a mink's den. No; it smelled worse than that. 

+ It was a skunk's den. And I've seen the blackest 
man and woman in the world. Stick a knife in that 
woman, and open her up, and her meat would be 
black. (Reaction in court) When niggers come that 
black they've got no business living!" (JU. raps) 


MADISON 
Br. Beck!--said that about his own race? 


HILDA REDD 
Yes sir. Dr. Beck said: "That woman and her hus- 
band are spawning a batch of al nuts 
Why, Hilda the house is loaded down 


with a bunch of crazy people from parents to 

latest offspring. The woman has already had a 

set of twins and a set of triplets. My God!, 

it's no telling what she'll have this time. But ae 


I may make it her last time to deliver! "gpt tman 


MADISON 
And then what happened? 


yA HILDA REDD 

ir. Beck had me go to the Doolittle house. He 
wanted me to do some cleaning there, because 
Mrs. Doolittle was not a good housekeeper. Then 
I accompanied Dr. Beck there when he delivered’ 
the child. 


MADISON 
Tell us what happened et the delivery. 


HILDA REDD 
We had absolutely no trouble delivering the child. 
Mrs. Doolittle came through it all in excellent 
fashion. Dr. Beck used no anaesthetic for the del- 
ivery. But after the child was born, he had me put 
Mrs. Doolittle asleep with ether. And then he per- 
formed an operation. 


MADISON 
(Xs to JUR.) 
An operation! Tell us, was this operation at all, 
in any way, Gi aay to the health of Mrs. Doo- 
lit or to the child? 


© COLLINes = 


(Up) 
Objection! The witness isn't competent to answer 


: 5 OT 
medical questions of that type. Besides, 
question is immaterial and irrelevant. 


the 


MADISON 
That question, your honor, is vital'‘material to 
the motive for which the State conténds Dr. Beck 
killed his wife. 


JUDGE ARCHER 
As the question is now framed I shall have to 
sustain Mr. Collingd objection 


MADISON 
Very well; did you ask Dr.: Beck about the neces- 
sity of that operation, Miss RBdd? And if you 
did, what was his answer? 


COLLINGS 
I object! 


JUDGE ARCHER ż 
Over-ruled. Witness may answer tlet. pebim 


HILDA REDD 
I did ask Dr. Beck about the necessity of that 
operation! And Dr. Beck told me that the opera- 
ion was not necessary to either the present 
health of Mrs. Doolittle and the new-born baby 
or their future health, x 


MADISON 
Just vhat did Dr. Beck do when he performed 
this operation? 


COLLINGS 
I object! 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Why is Mr. Madison asking that question? 


MADISON 
That question illustrates the motive which the 
State will prove prompted Dr. Beck to kill his 
wife! 


«Xs. L. to MA) COLLINGS 

is lr. Madison trying Dr. Beck for murder or ia 
he attempting to tell us how he thinks medicine 
should be practiced? 3 


FIELDS- canes 
(Up) 
If the Court please! = 
COLLINGS 


ot this, 
n 


ae 


i 
JUDGE ARCHER es 
“Is the Prosecution attempting to show that the 
operation Dr. Beck performed on Mrs. Doolittle 
was of a criminal nature? The Court seeks to 
avoid infringing upon Dr. Beck's constitutional 


mae 
re” FIELDS Es 
T. Beck is charged with murder. And the State 
is trying him for murder. But the witness now 
on the standWas an eye-witness to the operation 
which the State contends is material to the 
motive for which he committed murder.The State 
is not fob the moment} concerned with whether or 
- not that operation was criminal. The State is 
concerned with what that operation illustrates. 
And it does show the peculiar complex to which 
(Pointing at BE.) this Negro is' addicted. We 
contend tht that complex drove him to murder 
his wife! 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Again the Court is forced to recognize the source 
from whence this plea is made: and admits witness! . 
testimony as material to the motive. i 


k R COLLINGS 
bese tte 


JUDGE ARCHER 

Mr, Collings is certainly within his Pe to 
take exception to the Court's ruling. Will the 
Stenographer please read Mr. Madison's last 
question to the witness. 


STENOGRAPHER x 
"Just nai did Dr. Beck do when he nortoe 
this- eaer eae 

s HILDA 
“He removed a Roar of the Fallop 


Tell us what happened between 
te Doolittle case. 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Strike that out. Jury will disregard that answer. 


just MADISON 
saath us what happened between you and Dre 
Beck, Miss Redd. 


HILDA REDD 


A month later he discharged me, and employed 
another nurse. 


4 MADISON 
That's all, Mis Redd. Thank you very, very much. 


COLLINGS 
Dr. Beck is a handsome man, isn't he? 


HILDA REDD 
What? 


COLLINGS 
I said: Dr. Beck is a handsome man, isn't he? 


He is peas ae Tha CEN no particular aff 
‘tion for. 


few 


= 
HILDA REDD 
He did discharge me because of that! (CO. turns) 


COLLINGS 
Isn't it true, Miss Redd, that you like liquors that you 
often let it get the best of you. And isn't it true that 
one day when a tonsilectomy had to be performed on a child-- 
a very simple operation, mind you--isn't it true that ae 
were too drunk to assist? And didn't the child's moth 
have to help Dr. Beck when you passed out, cold drunk iik 
Harlem gin? Answer Miss Redd: wasn't this the reason Dr. 
Beck fired you? 


HILDA REDD 
I was ill, I wasn't drunk, 


COLLINGS 
(Close to REDD) 
Remember you're under oath, Miss Redd! 


MADISON 
(up) 
I object to Mr. Collings’ methods, your Honor. He's deliber- 
ately threatening the witness. 


JUDGE ARCHER 


7 COLLINGS 


(Xing Le of box) 

Isn't it a fact, Miss Redd, that you're exceedingly fond of 
men. All men! That your seductive practices upon men are 
those even of nymphomania! 


HILDA REDD 
(Sharp) That's a lie! 


COLLINGS 
(Without pause for above) 
And once, Hilda Redd, didn't your abnormal craving for men 
and more men -- didn't that craving drive you to aie seduction 
of a fifteen year old ladyrecovering from a mild o of 
scarlet fever? And didn't the boy's ie complain to tha 
Dr. Beck? And tell him she would repo: matter to the 
police if he didn't immediately yaa. g 


HILDA REDD 
No! No! Not. That woman hated me. I merely let the boy kiss 
me. And that woman hated me for it. She had some sort of 
fixation about that boy! 


COLLINGS 
(Pause. Xing Re) 

Now in your testimony, Miss Redd, you said you 
were well acquainted with Dr. Beck's ways, his 
household and his domestic life. (Pause-then 
quick turn to REDD) Now tell us, where were $ou 
on the first day of July when the murder was 
committed? 


HILDA REDD. „y / pe 
(Up-in terror) 
I-I-I was in Chicago Iwas there--in Gyicago. 
I went there with Mr. and Mrs. Hilton. Mrs. Hil- 
ton was quite ill. I made the trip there and back 
with them. We left two weeks before the murder. 
We didn't come back until two weeks after the mur- 
der $Ñ’ detective came there a week after the mr- 
der to talk to messes. 


COLLINGS 
Oh, I se@eeee 


HILDA REDD 
(Screams) 
God youl I went to a matinee the afternoon 
John Beck stabbed his wife! Tienes sobbing) 
(00,Xs R. to table) 


“JUDGE AR 
The stenographer wars strike out all in ‘chat a 
last sentence exce] I went to to a nstinse that Hi 
afternoon." { 4 


7 Pane 
COLLINGS 
(At fable) 
And now, Miss Redd, another question. Isn't it — 
true that after Dr. Backs ‘fired you--isn't it true 
that you tried ae sue h: ‘or a goodly amount of 
Boras $ y 


- MADISON 
(up-xing L.) 
I object! This question is immaterial! There's 
nothing to it! 


COLLINGS — 
(Xing R. to ) 


"That question, your Honor, is gn That gestio 
: t my client. It has 


stop these charges 
Ban ce in this trial. 


HILDA REDD 
Yes. Iwas suing Dr. Beck. But I dropped the suit. 


COLLINGS 
And whom did you employ as your attorney, (Turns 
to FI.) but the great lover of justice, the par- 
agon of legal and moral virtue! Whom? None other 
than our illustrious Special Assistant District 
Attorney, Mr. Luther Fields! (To 2DD-sharply) 
You hired him, didn't you? 


HILDA REDD 
(in loud vhieper) 
Yes. 
sage: SS 
COLLINGS 
(To TUR.) 


And when he went to Dr. Beck's house with his 
Scheme; what could Dr. Beck do but literally 
kick him out! 


MADISON 
(Up) 
Objection! 
COLLINGS 
(Xs.U,L, of. Bench) 
If the Court please! I move this case be dec- 


lared a mistriel, and Dr. Beck be given his un- 
conditional freedom for lack of evidence. 


JUDGE ARCHER 

Mr. Madison's objection sustained. (MA. sits) 

The stenographer will ike out that whole ‘speech 
by Mr. Collings. 

Mr. Collings’ motion is denied. You will con- 

tinue, Mr. Collings, if there are further ques- 

tions you wish to ask the witness. (CO. Xs to table) 


OLLINGS 
Mise Rodda wuy ase you drop your suit against 
Dr. Bec] 


HILDA REDD 
Because Mr. Fields advised me to. 


COLLINGS 
No further questions. (Sits) (REDD Xs to seat) 
(MA. whispers *toiPI. FL. nods. MA. up) 


MADISON 
If the Court please. The pia es ested ils Fields 
to assist it in prosecuti: 
he is an-able lawyer. And ee oe beca 
perhaps the A thor out info: 


JUDGE ARCHER 
If Mr. Madison thinks that such a course is 
necessary, he may have Mr. Fields take the stand. 
(FI. Xs to stand. JU. administers oath) 


MADISON 
Since you are professionally acquainted with 
Court procedure, Mr. Fields, I'll merely ask 
you to tell in your own way exactly how you 
came to be connected with this trial. 


FIELDS 
(absolutely, at ease) 
Naturally, I read of Mrs. Beck's death in the 
newspapers. But my interest in the matter was 
no more than that of any average citizen. How- 
ever, shortly before Dr. Beck was arrested, I 
received a letter from you, Mr. Wadison, asking 
that I call at your office. I did go to your 
office at the appointed time. It was there that 
I learned that the State wished my services in 
prosecuting Dr. Beck if he were Geen and if 
he were brought to trial. At first, Hileasoa 
inability because of my private practice. gas 
since the case had circumstances peculiar to 
my race and color, which I felt it my duty to 
help clarify, I agreed to help the State with 
this case. For my services I receive a salary 
set by the District Attorney. 


$ { MADISON 
Se Are there any personal reasons why you came into 
this case for the State, Mr.Fields? 


FIELDS 
None whatever! 


MADISON 
If Mr. Collings care to cross-examine Mr. Fields... 
(Sits at table) 4 


cOLLINGs 
(up-Xs b.) 
Is it true, Mr. Fields, that you went to Dr. Beck's 
| house to ask him for money for a client of yours, 
Hilda Read, in her suit against Dr. Beck? 


i; n 
Yos., that's ‘true. 


ILLINGS 
And Dr. Beck Retaiea to settle for any amount? 


FIELDS 
That's quite true. 


COLLINGS 
Is ie true that Dr. Beck literally kicked you out 
of the house? 


FIELDS = 
na eaaa 
He used force--yest 


COLLINGS 
Then with that in mind, Mr. Fields, what is your 
attitude toward Dr. Beck? 


we FIELDS 
gl have no ill feeling toward Dr. Beck--at all. æ 
= 


OLLINGS ‘i 
(Sm: ane unpleasant) y) 
testified that you once went to Dre Beck's 
house, didn't you? 


FIELDS 
Yes. 


COLLINGS 
n-- just for reason of record--tell us ahve you 
were on ee lst, when Mrs. Beck was killed? 


FIELDS 


(Lai 
ORY for ‘Defense is, himself, aware that I 
was in pacha that entire ee attending the annual 
f Color Men 


oting on Wednesda y lat, of 
ak “That was the Meet be dolora 
pA 


hen laughing out loud) 
And a remained in Boston, meet- 
Colored ighbors of mine” 


Trent gne Mo: Fells MADISON 
(Up) (Carries US. and clipping of blurb) 
The State's next witness is OscarsBrooks. 


(CLERK Galle BROOKS, and swears him in, After Brooke sits) 


(BROOKS is a 
Wow, Ur. Brooke -— you're a writer aren't yout 


BROOKS 
Oh, yes. 


MADISON 
You usually write novels and short stories, do you not? 
BROOKS 


Waturally, 1 have ¢o'd0'a lot ofipirose: Money aed oil that, 
One must live,you know. But at heart I'm a poet. 


MADISON 
A poet, too? 


5 BROOKS 
Br-myy-yoo J Wj, Cutan 
MADISON 
I take it thonpathatastarwriter, you are fairly well estab- 


lished, Do you recognize this manuscript? 


BROOKS 
Yes, I do. zo 


MADISON 
And what is its title? 


BROOKS 
"An American Spectrum". 


een MADISON 
ote this book? 


z BROOKS 

A11 of tho material in it was supplied by Dr. Beck. The publi 
Bullet & Co., engaged me to work on the ene for purpos 
“style and form, g 


ee MADISON 

(Handing clipping to BROOKS) 

Is this advance publication notice an accurate resume of the 
contents? 


BROOKS 


(Reads) 
Bullet & Co. announce "An American Spectrum", a sociological 
bombshell written by Dr. John Beck in collaboration with 
Oscar Brooks. Dr. Beck has summed up the theme of the book 
in the following words: Quote: The salvation of Negro people 
depends upon a subtle practice of eugenics and birth control 
within the race. Negro men who are leaders of their people 
must make it their moral duty to select very light sex 

when and reject those 
darker sex opposites as totally anfit as reproductive mates. 
Unquote. Chapter II, page 


(Returns clipping to MADISON) 


MADISON 
Thank you, Mr. Brooks. Now tell us how you took this 
suggestion from your publishers, Bullet & Co., that you 
write some non-fiction with Dr. Beck? 


i > 
p 
BROOKS ihik aona nilbe 4 
Oh, I jwet know Dr. Beck would be a fan to ~ 


so I jumped at the chance to work with him. 


MADISON for hra 
And do you agree with the ideas you set dowm,in this Manu- 
script? 

BROOKS 


Why not? They're not new ideas by any means. Everybody knows 
that Negroes have always discriminated among themselv: 
Most colored fiction writers use the same theme in their 
novels and stories. Dear Dr. Beck was merely being tome 
iu, terribly honest with the public. 


In this book, wasn't Dr. Backs Ray seeking to mongrelize Thad 
‘whole American race? $ 


BROOKS 
ihy-- 


COLLINGS 
(Up) A 

Objection! Mr. Mad&son is trying to drag in a 
most disagreeable topic to prejudice the jury. 


MADISON 
I withdraw the question. Your witness, Mr. Collings. 


COLLINGS 
(Xing to stand) 
In this book, did Dr. Beck, in my way, advocate 
cae form of intermarriage, Mr. Brooks? 


BROOKS 
No. He did not. 


. _ COLLINGS 

pas what was his main objective, Mr. Brooks? 
a > BROOKS 

Dr. Beck thougi t the salvation of wegroe 
on the future generations of Negroes. 
that milattos and fair-skinned Negroes’ pe a bet- 
ter chance to advance themselves than do dark—skin- 
ned Negroes. {ae reacts) That is: most dark Negroes 


 COLLINGS 

Brooks, that wasn't quite clear. ho you mean 
that Dr. Beck was seeking to establish a caste ; 
system? Did he seek to limit the better places in 
industry and the professiona © es Negroes of light ning 


No. Certainly note ie book, didustrates the adv: 
tage Trosa of light skin®have in acquiring | Bf 
places industry end the professions. And hi 
ted such Negroes, who have arrived, to 

be their pigment, so that the whole leve: 


ife aoe ee raised economically sot oe 
this omake egroe: 


COLLINGS 
Will you repeat that last sentence? 


BROOKS 
He wrote his book to make Negroes of light skin think. 


COLLINGS 
That's all, Mr. Brooks. 
(BROOKS leaves stand. Xs to seat) (C0. sits) 
eet x eo te vce 
MADISON his ge 
The State now calls Dr. Julius Sims to the stand. 


CLERK 
Dr. Sims to the stand! Dr. Sims take the stand! ; 
(SIKS Xs L. to stand) You solemnly swear to tell a 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 


I do. (Sits) 


i MADISON 
(Xs to stand) 
You are a physician, Dr. Sims? And a white man? 


SIMS 
Iama P A: And, a white man. 


Fai it would be Paie if you told us exactly 
what you are and what you do, Dr. Sims. 


en ford) 


I'm the Dean of a medical school which is pest 

-of a Negro university. eS 
- - MADIS! 

ane against ERR table) x 

And were you the Dean of this institution t the 

time i oe was a student there? 


p> was s the Bean at the time Dr. Beck was a 
ent. 


MADISON 
DO yor know. anything about Dr. Beck's academic life 
before he wee a Student in your medical school? 


our Beast tell us that he was born in Forth 
Carolina; that he went to a Roar e eraai 
A EE school in birth 
chools 


MADISON 
How did Dr. Beck manage to pay for his college 
education, Dr. Sims? 


SIMS 


peeves managed to get a scholarship which 
paid His tuition while he was doing his college 
work. He was also given work in the dining room 
of the A 
ý In the summers he managed to make enough to 
pay for his books and clothing. 


MADISON 
Dr. Sims, did you know Mrs. Beck? 


SIMS 
Yes. I knew her before she was Mrs. Beck. 


z MADISON 
d Tell us how you met her. 


SIMS 

The last two years Dr. Beck spent in medical school 
he seemed to have plenty of money.. Money matters 
didn't worry him at all. It was a month before his 
graduation from the medical school that I met the 
woman who eventually became Mrs. Beck. She came to 
my office one morning, and said that she wanted the — 
authorities of the school to have Deta ck fulfill 

a promise he had made to her. ok 


MADISON . 
And what had Dr. Beck promised her? 


She said that he Gre promised to marry her. (She 
said he had agreed to marry her)if she saa for 
his last two years in medical school. She had — 
cancelled checks to prove that she had paid for 
those two years. å 


MADISON j 
* (up-žs Ra) 5 
5 And what did you do about it, Dr. Sims? 


SIMS 5 5 pr, 
I had Dr. Beck appear before the university pres- 
f ident and several members ofthe board to answer 
$; the. charges the woman had made a, hin. 


MADISO! 
See did Dr. Beck say Lie those “charges? 


Follow the usual rule? Do you mean that other 
medical students had had to answer the same charges 
brought by women? Is this a habit of the Negro 
medical student, Dr. Sims? 


SIMS 

I shouldn't call it a habit, Mr. Medison. I do 
admit that it has happened ber oro alaniini) = 
In many cases it isn't a lapse of manly honor: _Aev-ever, 
it's economic pressure. Sometimes the charges. 
brought by the women are perfectly justified. 
There are men who take advantage of some women's 


-lust for society--colored society--and jilt them 
of their funds. 


after milking the: 


MADISON : 
What do you mean by colored society, Dr. Sims? 


SIMS 
Most Negroes base their higher strata of society 
upon lightness of skin and upon educational back- 
ground. You might make this comparison: a Negro 
physician to a Negro woman is like a European 
Count or Duke would be to an ambitious American 
white woman. 


MADISON 
Ahl...and what did you do about the -gieged promise 
of Dr. Beck to marry the woman who called at your 


office? 


SIMS 5 
We did as we always do in such cases. We with- 
held his diploma until he married the woman. 
(Reaction in court) 


Sy EAD THON 
What might have happened, Dr. Sims, had you up- 
held Dr. Beck, sent the woman away? $ 


would | È 
She mégiet have 
with her storys 

amak With the cancelled cheeks — 
letters she had from Dr. Beck asking 
i ve prevented him from 
method of snaring a 
is well known and frequent: 


A 


en against a ae ha to marry 
oman? = Fig nee = 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Objection sustained. 


MADISON 
Well, Dr. Sims, could you say that Dr. Beck had a grievance 
against the woman he married? 


SIMS 
She was certainly not the type he would have married of his 
own free will. 


MADISON 
Thank you, Dr. Sims. Your witness, Mr. Collings. 


COLLINGS 
No questions. 


(SIMS leaves stand and crosses to BECK.) 


I'm sorry,John. I had to EEr that wey: 
Beck rises and shakes 
Perhaps some good may come of tt. aie worl luck! 


MADISON 
Will Carrie Jones take the stand. 


(A very black woman dressed in mourning> 
rises. 


COURT CLERK 
Carrie Jones to witness stand. Carrie Jones take the stand! 
(When she comes to witness stand. 
You solemnly sweer to tell the truth, the whole truth, and n 
but the truth, so help you Gor 


CARRIE 


(fearfully. ) 
I do. 


MADISON 

(At table.) 
Now Miss. Jones. What relation to the late Mrs. Amanda Beck 
were you? 


CARRIE 
I was her sister. I was her twin sister! 
ISON 
And do you look like your late sister, Amanda Beck? 


CARRIE 
(Angrily 


COLLINGS 
I object! I object! 


(SLENORE HOPKINS leaves her seat and crosses 


BECK. 


CARRIE 


Because Amanda was pa and ugly! 


ELENORE 
Dont let her say that John! Dont let her say that! 


(GUARD crosses to ELENORE and drags her 
back.) 


CARRIE 
(Coming down from witness chair and cross- 
ing toward BECK.) 
Goddamn you, John Beck! 
(Picks up knife from stenographer's table.) 


ELENORE 
(Screams. ) 
The knife! 


CARRIE 
Yeah! You didn't want her! You wanted somebody else! 
EINORE 
(Break away from guard, but draws back in 
fear as Carrie comes toward her.) 
Look out, John! 


(CLERK and FIELDS struggle with CARRIE) 


CARRIE 
Yeah! You help kill my sister, too, Elenore Hopkins! You yeller 
bitch! 
(She collapses sobbing as she is disarmed 
by Clerk and Fields.) 


(REPORTER jumps over rail and takes picture _ 
with flashlight camera.) 


MADISON 
(Crosses to bench.) 
If the Court please! Carrie Jones is in no condition to give 
testimony at this time. I ask that the Court grant an adjoun 
until tomorrow morning! ` 


JUDGE ARCHER : 

(Rapping for order.) < 

This Court is adjourned until ten o'clock tomorrow morning! 
(GUARD begins to lead Beck away. REPORTERS 

flash pictures, SPECTATORS grow noisy, 3 


CURTAIN FAILS 


ACT TWO 


TIME: Wednesday morning at ten o'clock. 

SCENE: The same as in Act One. 

AT RISE: Judge Archer is on the bench. The court- 
room is very quiet. Collings and Dr. Booka seated 
at their table. Fields is seated at the State's table. 
The Clerk has just called Carrie Jones to the witness 
ı Stand. Carrie, the Clerk and Madison are standing 


at the Clerk's desk, in front of the witness stand. 


Madison speaks to the Court. 


MADISON 
If it please the Court. This witness, Carrie 
Jones, was placed under oath on yestarday and-- 


JUDGE ARCHER 
The witnessy Carrie Jones, may take the stand 
without swearing to the oath a second time. 


(Madison motions to Carrie to sit in 
the witness chair); - ge 
(Judge Archer turns and speaks to the 
witness.) z F 

At this time, the Court wishes to addres itself 

to this witness, tothe lawyers for both the S 
and Defense , to probable witnesses to take the 
and to the spectators. : 
(Sighs wearily) 


On yesterday, there were sev- 
eral incidents of disorder in this room and the Court 
will tol j@ no more such incidents. But above tit 
æ all , the conduct of Carrie 
disagreeable. The scene she created mi; 
oped into i H 


ye and Dr. Beck whisper together 
a few seconds. Then Collings rises 
aon addres the Court.) 2 


COLLINGS 
(Standing at his table) 
If it please, the Court, Dr. Beck does not wish 
to bring any charges against Miss Jones. 
(He sits down.) 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Now, Mr. Madison, you may begin your examination 
of the witness. 


we MADISON 
Before I do so, Miss Jones has asked me to ex- 
press her apology tothe Court for her yesterday's 
conducts On my own behalf, I should like to add, that 
Miss Jones was so over-come with grief because of 
her great loss that she was temporarily without know- 
ledge of her behavior. However, this morning-- 
(He smiles at Carrie) 
she 
is quite fit. 
(Judge Archer bows) 
(Madison turns to the witness) 
von stated yesterday, Miss Sones, that Amanda 
Beck was your twin-sister, didn't you? 


CARRIE JONES 
Yes. sir. Amanda wuz my twin-sister. 
MADISON - 
And did you and Amanda look alike? 


CARRIE JONES 
Yes sir. We looked des alike. 


MADISON. 
las there any way, at all, of telling you aparez 


CARRIE JONES 


pes (Smil4i 


th! polst 


ing) 
roviding I: knew which one of you A 


MADIS ON 
I sees Welly did Dre Beck know you apart? 


CARRIE JONES 
(Sourly) 
Oh yeah. He could tell us apart. 
MADISON 


Where were you and your sister born, Miss Jones? 


wuz born in surroll, ana It ain't far 
from Norfolk 


MADISON 
What manner of work did your people do? 
CARRIE JONES 


My family wuz all farmers. 
nd for a white man named Cap= 


And we worked some 1: 
tain Wade Slocum. 


MADISON 
Then you were tenant-farmers? Commonly called 
share-croppers? 
CARRIE JONES 5 
(Grinning) — 
You knows all ‘bout dat, don't your, Yaas aoe we 
‘wuz share-croppersse 


MADISON 
š And did you invent your now-famous hair-dressing 
while you were farmers? 


CARRIE JONES 
Yes sir! 


MADISON 
Tell us how you came to do this. 


CARRIE JONES 
Well my parents never had no girl children ngua 
me and Amanda. The rest of the children wuz boys. We 
four brothers. 


MADISON 


I see. Go one 


CARRIE JONES : 
Well, Mr. Madison, cullud folks has a lot of & 
trouble. 


Z (Chuckling) 
fcktawrol! mean troublet But de 
EET 


ae 
ACT TWO 


ki 
hair than wid anything else. If dey,git dey hair str- 
aightened out g- -dey kin kind,of saat up wid things. 


And look like, samy sister, mo’ trouble wid 
our hair that’ all th! other re folks put to- 
ether. 

MADISON 


(Smiling 
And what did you do about it? 


CARRIE JONES 
(Laugh: t Loud) 

We had to do,powerful suffering before we got good 
resultse 


COLLINGS 
(Springing | angrily to his feet) 
istrict Attorney is de}iberately 
ne this witness on exhibition for no good reason! 
‘his testimony is irrelevant ane. immaterial. 
(Stammers) 
Tt's-= 
it's--ut--utterly disgraceful! 


JUDGE ARCHER 
(Somewhat sternly) w 
The Court feels, somehow, that there is a place 
in this trial for the testimony the witness is now 3 
givinge Objevtion over-ruled. 


CARRIE JONES 
ibe head toward Judge Archer; 
speaks to him confidentially) 

Don! are him no mind, Judge. 


both, 


sieht flat in 
s gums for 


ace s flops tn his chair as 
ison Laughs out loud. ) 


eh as up 


MADISON 
_ (When laughter quiets.) 
You said you had to fer, Miss Jow s, before 
you got good results. What did you mean? 


JONES 
Our hair e. ra at wuz short. Combst- 
aidn(t Kir long on dat grassi Den we tried mixin 
ease and rubbin' it in th! hair 
(Chuckle; e) 


5 Act Two ti 


CARRIE JONES (Cont'd) 
Lawd!--evah thing come out and off....but Amanda's ears. And dey 
hung loose for ‘bout a month. 


MADISON 
(Chuckling. ) 
I say you did suffer. And then you hit upon the right grease? 


CARRIE JONES 
Not long after dat accident, we cooked up th' right stuff. 


MADISON 
How did you go about commercializing your product? 


CARRIE JONES. 
Well, Mr. Madison, in dem days, and even now-a-days down there in 
the South, cullud folks worked from sun-up Monday morning 'till 
sun-down Satday night. But come Sunday!--evah-body went tuh church. 
Well after me and Amanda got our hair-grease jess right, we com- 
mense to walk in chruch Sunday mornings looking jess too nice for 
words--'round the head. Den the other women folks started to no- 
tice. At first dey tried making fun of us. Den dey wanted dere 
hair to look the same way. Right den and dere me and Amanda come 
outen the fields! 


MADISON 
After you were successful in the South, did you go to New York? 


CARRIE JONES 
Yes. When. all the cullud folks commensed to move to New York by 
the car-load, we come along too and started a business in New York, 


MADISON 
Was it there, in New York, that you decided to 
box your product and place it on the market to be 
used by individual aana CONSUMERS ) 


- CARRIE JONES 
Yes sir. But first we had to have some steel 
combs made. You see you applies th! grease to tht 
hair and combs it in wid a hot comb. 


i. MADISON = 
And then you set up a beauty-parlor for colored 3 
women on Seventh Avenue--one of the first of its kind? 


pyle wire CARRIE JONES 
~ Tht E We had 
3 e k at= 
yf our grease ape combs pa’ 
(Leaning forward) 
‘Cause dey is thieves in dis world! Yaas mah Lawd! — 


MADISON 
your 


A is it tr 


ue that 


et John Beck? 


CARRIE JONES 
Well me and Amanda had about three-quarters of a 
million invested in our business by then. 


GhewsineeHBE. We needed a agent to go out on tht 
road wid our product--'cause we had establishments in 
more than fifty cities and towns. Amanda hit on th! 
idea dat connected us wid John Beck. 


MADISON 
What was this idea? 


CARRIE JONES 
Well dis wuz a woman's business. Th' customer's 
and operators wuz all women. And mostly dey wuz cullud 
women wid what we call "bad hair”. It wuz Amanda's idea 
dat a man agent would hekp th' business more dan a 
woman agent. 


MADISON 
Did you agree? 


CARRIE JONES 
Shot Man dats business! 
(Suddenly she turns sour) $ 
But I didn't want no lil! olt pinch back nigger! 
CODLINGS 
(Springing to his feet) 
I Object to the term the witness is using! 


1 yeguDeE ARCHER 


The witness wat, 


econventional language. And the sten= 
cerarine will strike the objectionable term from the 
record. /: 


(Collings sits down.) 


C; 
Maybe I hadn't ought to have said dat! I 
'pologizes. I meant it wuz jess s man we needed for 
th! business. Anā not no cut-looking light-skin 
boy. We advettised for an educated colored man dat 
wuz -young. John Beck come in answer to our addrana 
Amanda œ jess had to have him work for us. 


MADISON 
Did John Beck do his werk well? 


CARRIE JONES 
I_got to hand him Coie 


aed P E 
I knowed Amanda wuz falling heavy for him--from th! 
start. -~ 

(sadly) 

en John Beck wuz around!--dat pot woman 
couldn't do a thing but part her big mouf and grint 


[ADISON 
Did your sister pay pias expenses in school, when 
Jon Beck returned to school? 


CARRIE JONES 
Yes sir. 


MADISON 


Bose hin? 
be PORLAN done ieee to ome him. We had about — 
two niliton den. So he wuzn't hard to git 
COLLINGS 
we) 
Objection! fhe Witness is using conjecture! 
Sün ty) CARRIE JONES | 
I'm terine Tie truth! f 
a È 
Jcr ARCHER gU” 
Objection sustained. The stenographer will A id 
hard 


out: "We had two million then. So he wasn't so 
to get”. 


MADIS! f; i 
Throw, ough out the years, did you and your twin- 
Sianas look alike? Pee 7 


CARRIE JONES 
gaa tors come to her eyes) 
day Amar da | aedi~-folks coulan! 


CARRIE JONES 
ves, sir. 


ISON 
weight approximately the same as yours? 


CARRIE JONES 
There was about five ds difference in Our skmnest 
7 ts. I forgets which one of us was the heaviest. 


MADISON 
I see. Now, Miss Jones: during married life 
of John Beck and your sister did you live in the 
same house with them? 


CARRIE JONES 
Yes, sir. d 


MADISON 
When John Beck had graduated from medical and had served his 
internship, did he have any money he could call his own? 


COLLINGS 
Objection! The question constitutes conjecture. 


~ JUDGE ARCHER es 
Objection over-ruled. Witness may answer the | 
question. 


CARRIE JONES 
John didn't have no money 'ceptin' what Amanda 
give him. 


MADISON 
After his marriage to Amanda, did John Beck 
continue to depend on your sister for money? 
CARRIE JONES 

No, He was a good doctor and had a big practice that paid him well 
In these last few years he been paying all the taxes and the house 
Pee We never had no trouble ‘round the popia "bout that sort 
of th: 


x DE 


MADISON 
your sister was a very rich woman, wasn't 
was worth several millions, while John 
was just doin 


3 rather well as a physician? 


CARRIE JONES 
Yes, sir: Amanda was rich. John. 
a few thousand, I guess. 


well, he had 


MADISON 
To your knowledge, did John Beck ever show any 
sign of affection for his wife? 


CARRIE JONES 
No. 


MADISON 
To your knowledge, did she love him? 


CARRIE JONES 
Yes. She told me she was crazy about him. 


MADISON 
Did they ever...during thejshole of Re married 
life...live together as man and wi 


COLLINGS 
Objection! The question is conjeéture. 


CARRIE JONES 
(fo JU) He all time usin! dat word...conjecturel! 
I don't know what it means: but I do know what 
went on between Amanda end John Beck! 


JUDGE ARCHER 
The word means to guess at. But the objection, in 
view of what you have just said, is over-ruled. 
You may answer the question. 


CARRIE JONES 
Alright den; live an' learn. I'm learnin' things. 
Well-amanda, as far as John Beck was concerned, was 
just as much a virgin the day she died as the di 
she first laid eyes on him. 


MADISON 
Why didn't John Beck love Amanda, Miss Jones? 


COLLINGS 
(Rising from seat) 
Objection. And this is conjecture¥ 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Over-ruled. 


COLLINGS 
But if it please the Court! a) 
(Gestures with hands) Oh well Exception! ¢3° 


JUDGE ARCHER 
You may answer the question, Miss Jones. 


CARRIE JONES 
John pe love Amanda because she wuz black, 
because she wuz ugly, and because culled men of his 
type ain't got no use for women of Asimmbmee. gph sons haw lft 


MADISON s 
Would you saythat John Beck was a normal man, 
Miss Jones? I mean if a woman did appeal to him, 
would he be ieee likely to make love to her? 


RRIE Ji 
He's æ normal sam inane a men like him al- 
ways bela Uke oS womens 


ue ADISON ; 
a Dr. Teme Aa white patients, Miss Jones? 


CARRIE JONES 
Yes sir 
(Collings gets to his feet agains 
he walks to witness-stand, close 


~ MADISON 
Did he ever have many white women as patients? 
CARRIE JONES 


Rube bie rohit He turns and 
lings. Then he looks back at 


manuscript, Miss Jones? 
ut manuscript) Seat 


Have you i 


CARRIE JONES 
I got a good idea what's in it. Ih ara Jobn 
talkin' about it to some people several times. 


MADISON 
Then with that in mind, and the fact that John 
Beck did not care for Amanda Beck because she w: 
black; would you say that Dr. Beck was"color struck"? 
I think "color struck" is an expression used by n 
Negroes to denote colored people who show a marked = 
preference for light skin. 


ae ee 
(Glancing toward BECK: 
Oh, heSemp “color struck" alright! 


MADISON i, 
Would you say that the fairer a woman's skin, the  ~ 
more likely Dr. Beck was to be charmed by her? i 


CARRIE JONES 
Perhaps. 


Then he would fre P zeton woman more Sa a 
brown woman? 


CARRIE J ONES x 


LLINGS 
(bo) I pesoni Te District Attorney is introduc- 
ing a manner of material in this trial to stir up 
‘prejudice and hatred. I ask that the case be called- 
a mistrial, since Mr. Madison is injecting his own 
personal Er Rad into the trial i 


) 
By this time 4% should be “evident 
John Beck was really a a 
of. the American race. 


COLLINGS 


I obje 


3 but if this book (i 
© published pie is no 


DR. BECK 
‘I dia not advocate the thing which Mr. Madison 
is hinting at, Your Honor! (Xs D.L. to front of 
tabi aT GRts up) And by what rignt does Mr. Madison 

challenge my freedom of speech? It's what Negroes 
need more than anything else in the world! 


COLLINGS 
{s(Po BE. as BE. Xs back and sits) (s.'°8€-Keh) 
The Bar Association shall certainly hear about 
this from mel 


JUDGE ARCHER zi 
(Gavels until room is absolutely quiet) 

Mr. Collings will please take his seat.(C0. sit) 

Mr. Madison will please do likewise. (MA. sit) 


This Court does not presume to set itself up as 
an oracle. That is not the function of a judge. 

The sole purpose of a judge is to see that a person 
is tried honestly and fairly; to interpret the law 
when occasion demands; and to maintain order during 
trial. 


This judge resents the statement of Mr. Collings 
that his client will_not receive a fair trialj 
for that client weer have a fair trial. 


But in maintaining ee this Court is at odds. 
He is not at o@ds in restraining noise and mis- 
behavior, for that may be accomplished through 
penalty and through punishment. But he is at odd@d 
in maintaining Oe ae minds, open minds, and 
liberal minds. th doing so he is confronted by 
human passions, traditions and dogma. Since the 
Court is human, he, too, is exposed to these things. 
Nevertheless, these proceedings shall be conducted 
with as little passion as possibley even: the p 
presence of tradition and go: Court is EEr 
clined to suggest that 
Beck, is not solely on trial, but is be: ied 

h tradition and do; o much 

Court itself on tri +’ And. this 

e fact that race and color enter 

into the circumstances rust not make it so: neither 
in this courtroom, nor in others throughout this 
great nation. Thus, the Court is inclined to look 
with favor upon Dr. Beck's plea for freedom of 
at the same time, the Court warns 


warns As 

the peeste of the Court they are but lawyers 3 
whose duty it is to exploit the mechanics of their. 
profession, That the one is white and the ee i a 
colored is but an accident of birth Pte 
not be the concern of this Court. 


2 Ac 

z UDGE ARCHER (Cont'd) 
Further more, they abuse their profession when they draw upon 
their accident of birth for passion. From now on they will con- 
duct themselves merely as lawyers. The one, Mr. Madison, will see 
to the affairs of the people against Dr. Beck; the other, Mr. Col= 
lings, will see to the affairs of his client. 

Pauses. ) 

The stenographer will read Mr. Madison's last question to witness, 


STENOGRAPHER 
And of course he would like a white woman more than a yellow woman? 


MADISON 
(When Carrie hesitates and twists about uncomfortably) 
Answer Miss. Jones. 


CARRIE JONES 
I--I dont know. 


MADISON 4 
If the Court- please, the State now offers this 
MS. in evidence that Dr. Beck was opposed to a 
marriage of a light skin Negro leader of Negroes 
with a black Negroma, and that this contributed 
to a motive for murder. 


COLLINGS 
Objection. Mr. Madison should have placed that 
MS. in evidence, yesterday. 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Objection over-ruled. The Clerk will mark theXBX 
MS. exhibit B for the State. 


HADISON- 


And now, Miss Jones, do you know anything about 
Dr. Beck's office hours? 


CARRIE JONES 
I know all ‘bout his office hours. 


MADISON 
Did he keep office hours on Wednesdays? 


CARRIE JONES 
No. 


MADISON 
What did he do? 


Carrie Jones 
He went out for entertainment sometimes: to ball 
games, theatres and places like that. Sometimes 
he went visiting. Then on some Wednesday nights 
he went to medical meetings. 


) MADISON 
Did he ever take his wife with him? j 


CARRIE JONES 
He never took Amanda nowhere he went. 


MADISON 
Do you mean that he was ashamed of Mrs. Beck? 
CARRIE JONES 
He wasn't ashamed of Amanda. He jess didn't like 
black women! 
: ADISON 
Did he ever go out with other women who weren't 
black? 


CARRIE JONES 
Yes. He went out with Elenore Hopkins. 


MADISON 
Who was she? 


CARRIE JONES 
He hired after he got rid of 
Hilda Redd. 


MADISON 
Do you know that your sister loved Dr. Beck? 


: CARRIE JONES 
I told you before she was crazy "bout him. 


MADISON- 
How do you know that? 


CARRIE JONES fin , 


CARRIE JONES 5 ee 
r of money. But aai a 
e no servants „ (iismiismisaseme 


“CARRIE JONES ` 
e ee Hes car 


; CARRIE JONES (SG 
$ caught tem making S in his office. 


. Now tell me, does ae Pace Benefit” from 
411 his Zee made before hi t 


(Bian Comes from his table to the witness-stand) 


(For a second or two Collings stands be- 
for witness-stand contemplating Carrie. 
There isa hostile determination in his 
face and posture. As Collings stands thus, 
Carrie's attitude slowly turns from the 
passive to active hostility. The expres- 
sion on her face shows that she is ready 
for battle.) 


COLLINGS 
Miss Jones,-- 
(His voice becomes icy) 
--when you and the late Mrs. Beck 
were girls why were you so anxious to straighten your MmKy 
hair? 


CARRIE JONES 
/ (She shows her surprise at this 
question by a start) 
It wuz jess natural for us to want to do dat! 


COLLINGS- 
eating) 
It was natural. And you were mae s suf: 
fer ah order to “straighten your kinky, nappy ha: 


2 _ CARRIE JONES 
i x said we *sitronedt 
( „pegina. to show anger.) 


COLLINGS 
And after burning your hair and scalp with your 
various compounds of grease, which one of you, yourself 
or your sister, which one of you was directly respons- 
ible for the oémpeund which finally made you both rieh 


.  CARRTE JONES 
ad ik “one dat cooked it up! 


st. And which one of 
e for the commercial gig: © 


COLLINGS 
"Then Amanda took care of the ere 
n ; 


ame l$ ACT WO 


COLLINGS 
And all of the patent rights and copyrights 
were taken out in her name, weren't they? 


CARRIE JONES 
Yes. 


COLLINGS 
(he nods his head refiectively) 
Now Miss Jones, on several occasions in the past, 
you have been heard to express a dislike for Negroes 
of light skin. Why? 


CARRIE JONES 
(With venom) 
When-ever you s ee a Negro dat's too light--yuh 
kin bet yo' last nickle dat some of hbs people 4 
the- bed wid white folks, an¥ didn't have no marriage 
Dan oa. Comal 


license to do it!(h« 


COLLINGS 
And still you wanted your hair to look like white 
people's hair? 


CARRIE JONES 
(Leaning forward) 

Lemme tell yuh som'pen! Women, white, black, 
green or red, ain't never satisfied wid dey hair no 
matter how it look--an' dey always does som'pen 
"bout itt 


COLLINGS 
(Little taken back) 


(Carrie chuckles at him maliciously) 
Is it not so, Miss Jones, that your sister's will 
leaves you her part of the business? 


: CARRIE JONES 
Yes. That's so. 


COLLINGS 
Lets go back to colori 
He smiles) About five years ago you 
went to Vienna, didn't you? 


CARRIE JONES 
Dat's right) 


COLLINGS 
And you went to see a Dr. Metzglad, didn't you? 


CARRIE JONES. 
I SERA le in Vienna : n: 
seen lots of people in Vii i 'Mong dem wuz 
Dr. Metglad. — z lt f 3 sing 


x 


oe, ee 


COLLINGS 
But you heard, hadn't you, that Dr. Metzglad had 
invented a skin bleach cream? And you wanted to buy 
it? Hadn't you heard that Dr. Metzglad had changed the 
color of Africans from black to,white? 


CARRIE JONES 

He wouldn't sell me his old bleachin' creamt If 

dat'll do yuh any good. He wuz a fool! I offered him 
@ million dollars for it! 


COLLINGS 
What did you intend to do with that cream? Use it 
yourself or peddle it to black Americans? Or both? 


CARRIE JONES 
Shouting) 
Dat's my business! 


COLLINGS 
Allright! That's your business. But you did ask 
Dr. Metzglad to use the cream on you, didn't you? 


‘ CARRIE JONES 
What if I dia? 


ne COLLINGS <> 

_ Well--since you're asking the question!--I was 
thinking it rather inconsistant to hate Negroes with 
light skin and still be willing to pay a fabulous — 
price to lighten your own ‘ine 


vò MADISON 
If it please the Court! Mr. Collings methods of 
cross-examination are growing irrelevant. I object. 


n a JUDGE ARCHER 
_ Objection sustahed. (M^ 
5 pS  COLLINGS ee 
toward Judge Archer and bows. 


WALT 
back to the witness.) 
1 ever quarrel with your sister? : 


å __ JUDGE ARCHER ` eS S 
What is Mr. Colling's reason for asking that quest- 


ž COLLINGS 

(Turns toward Judge Ar 

his witness benefitted b; 
t of se lii 


MADISON 
If Mr. Collings is suggesting that Carrie Jones 
killed her own twin sister--he is wafsting the Court's 
time. Police records and the records of the telegraph 
company show that she was too far away at the time Am- 
anda Beck was murdered to have killed her. 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Objection sustained. 


COLLINGS 
(Angrily) 
No more questions. 


MADISON 
(As Carrie Jones is about to leave the stand) 
One moment, Miss Jones. 
(He rises from his chair and stands 
by his tabel as Carrie resumes her 


seat 
Where were you when your sister was killed? 


CARRIE JONES 

wuz in Washington D.C. visiting my brother and 

his ae My brother, the only person I geg left in my 
familys a pio He's still sick. 


When did you ge Ps Ei y 


$ 2 CARRIE JONES 
* The Monday before Amanda got E kinoa. 


y gs : MADISON 
When did RD her death? 
nR JONES 


MADE 
etching gt im Boks ks r 
yellow paper. With this in his spies pe 
walks to witness-stand) 
According to this blamk, Miss Jones you muha! 
for the telegram Dr. Beck sent you yourself 
Hands her E papas) 


(He turns and smiles slyly Í 
at Collings as Carrie walks 
off Right to Spectator's bench) 

The State's next witness is Elenore Hopkins. 
(Collings walks back to bis table 
and sits down) 


COURT CLERK 
Elenore Hopkins. to stand! Elenore Hopkins take 
the witness stand! 
(A pretty girl leaves spectator's 
bench and walks Left toward witness- 
stand. She is the same yellow girl 
who stood at the railing behind Dr. ae 
Beck at the close of Act One. She 
is smartly dressed and wears a 
"swagger coat" which is draped about 
her loosely. Her face isa bit drawn 
as though she might be slightly ill. 
She walks to the Clerk and places 
hand on Bible) 
You solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth so help you God? 


ELENORE HOPKINS z7 
I dos : : 
(She sits in witness-chair) 


M MADISON 
(Turning to Judge Archer) 

If it please the Court. Miss Hopkins is a hostile 
witness. She appears sgmqemintmeme for the State only 
after being served with a subpoena. She tried in every _ 

imaginable way to avoid being served with that 


themebendysmmi,I have reason to belive that she will 
avoid direct answers to the questions asked her. 


JUDGE ARCHER 3 
(Turning to witness-stand) 
The witness will give direct answers 
She must remember that she is under oat 
11 the truth. If the witness 


the 
Madi. 


tatutes which de: 


“alo 


MADISON 
(Smiles and takes one step forward) 
But you are more white than colored, aren't 
you? 


COLLINGS 
(From his seat) 
Don't answer that question. Objection. 


MADISON 
Allright. I'l] withdraw the question in that form. 
Miss Hopkins, don't you look more like a white person 


than you do a colored person? : 

COLLINGS 4 

(Springing to his feet) ] 

Objection! We are not interested in looks! i lll 
MADISON 


i i he State contends that 
onor! We are interested in looks, T 
behets committed murder because he preferred the looks of a 
woman to those of Amanda. The State contends that this woman 
tha 


JUDGE ARCHER 
(He hesitates for a second) 

I shall allow that question. 
(Collings sits down) 


MADISON 
Now answer the question, Miss Hopkins! 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
I suppose I do look more like a white person than 
I do a colored persone 
(She leans forward a bit as if in 
sudden pain. With a noticeable 
effort, she recovers her composure) 


MADISON 
Then, isn't that why Dr. Eeck was in love with you? 
(She lowers her head. Then raises it. 
She appears to be searching for an 
answer.) 


Dr. Beck was in love with you, wasn't he? And he 
still is, isn't he? 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
I suppose Dr. Beck WAS--wage-wsas--very much inter= 
ested in me 


MADISON 
(He laughs and takes a s tep forwar: 


a) 
Thank you, Miss Hopkins. I shall take that as the 
correct answer! 2 


(He turns and looks at Dr. Beck) Pie ; 
Perhaps Dr. Beck will agree with me that that was _ 


the correct answer. P: 
; X (He turns b: k to witness) 

2 ra. a á i 
Re r eo aR e 


Why was Dr. Beck, as you put it, very much in- 
terested in you? 


ELENORE HOPKINS ~ 
I'm afraid I can't give a correct answer to that 
question. 


MADISON 
No?.seWell why wasn't Dr. Beck very much inter- 
ested in his wife? 


ELENOR HOPKINS 
I don't know that he wasn't very much interested in 
his wife! 
(Again she droops, but recovers) 


MADISON 
(Is much aNused by this; he laughs) 
Now,Miss,Hopkins, you just testified that you look 
more like a white person than a colored person. Isn't 
that the reason why Dr. Beck is very much interested 
in you? 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
(She hesitates, looks around as 
if she is embarrassed) 
That may account for some of his interest in mee — 


MADISON 
(Moves in close to witness-stand) 

Then he was interested in you because you were 
nearly white! But if you had been all white he would 
have loved youl à 

S | _ENENORE HOPKINS 
That isn't truel He doesn't love me because of my 


skial 


š MADISON 
Then he doe; love yours 


i om _ ELENORE HOPKINS 
ALD He does love met 
he looks at Dr. Beck. There 
` is a deep appeal in her eyes.) 
MADISON 
But if you were white, he'd love you more?t 


ya) i ELE 


COLLINGS 
(Jumping to his feet) 
Objections 
2, ,4) JUDGE ARCHER 
Sustained. (E> = 


MADISON 
(Turns and gives Collings a 
slight bow. 
(Collings advances toward the 
witness-stand) 
Where were you on July lst. Miss Hopkins? 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
I was-- 


MADISO N A 
(Interrupting) (r 
Never mind. The State knows that you were with a 
patient of Dr. Beck's all of that day--an isolation 
case--at the patient's imame, Howe» 
(Elenore droops again. “his time 
she looks very ill. 
~ Aren't you well, Miss Hopkins? (ts. 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
Noe I don't feel very well. CCA: up) 


MADISON 
(He sneers at her.) 
Just what, Miss Hopkins, is the nature of your 
illness? 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
(A bit start-leda) 
I don't know. I just don't feel wellt 


MADISON 

(Giving her a cruel laugh) 

Well aren't you a registered nurse? And at ed “you Ž 
been working for an illustrious phystotan--Drs | Beck’ 

ELENORE HOPKINS - 


a se I'm a registered nurse. But I 
Ss the matter with mel . 
MADISON 
should think that a woman--a woman in Borneo-- 
in your condition would know what was the matter with 
her! (faust) 
(She tries to look at him end can't. 
T CE her eyes.) 


MADISON 
(Angrily) 
She will not be excused! And may I remind you Mr. 
Collings that this 1s the State's witness! 
‘He smiles. His voice grows quiet.) 


However it might be wise to have a physic pag SO 
~ ine ly. Av G 


we) ELENORE HOPKINS 
Note «I'll be allrightt 


MADISON 
How easily you recover, Miss Hopkins! Now perhaps 
you mem know what causes these dizzy spells of yours? 
(She remains silent. She avoids looking at 


Madison 
‘Then I'll diagnose your ailment. It's as old as 
You're going to have a baby! Isn't that true? 


2 COLLINGS 
ae Objections 


JUDGE ARCHER 
I'm affeid I'll have to allow that question. The 
witness will please answer, 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
Yes. I'm going to have a baby. 


Neer 2 MADISON 
Are you married? 
os ELENORHOPKINS 
Noe 
Son MADISON 
_ Who is the child's father? 


"Objection. 


ETIE. 


(COLLINGS Xs to table. Speaks earnestly to BECK) 


MADISON 
How long have you been pregnant, Miss Hopkins? 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
A little over three months. (Pause) May I have a glass 
of water? 


Xs 
(JUDGE nods to CLERK, who/to JUDGE'S chambers U.L., 
‘and returns with tray and two glasses of water. 
CLERK places tray on desk, and brings glass to 
ELENORE) 


COLLINGS 
(Up) 

If it please the Court. My client, Dr. Beck, wishes to make 
a request of the Court. 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Yes, Mr. Collings. 


COLLINGS 
Of course the Court is aware that Dr. Beck is in jail, and 
has no chance of procuring bail since he is charged with 
first degree murder. Dr. Beck requests that the Court pro- 
cure a special marriage licen cee so that he and 
Miss Hopkins may be married at the end o: 


on. 


MADISON 
(Xing L. to bench) 


Hopkins to t in. If sl 
thet may sai apparel 


see ARCHER 
The wii sworn in as Elenore Hopkin 
shail stand ating this trial. 


That status 


MADISON 
But in the event of an appeal...? 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Then you will have the reccrd of Miss Hopkins' present test- 
imony. The Court must uphold the lawful conventions of society 
first. Therefore, the Court grants Dr. Beck's request. g. 
(Starts writing note - then stops) 
I presume Miss. Hopkins is a willing party to this proposal? iy 
(When Elenore nods her head, he finishes 
writing note; beckons to Court Attendant who 
takes note out through Judge's chambers. ) 
Now, Mr. Madison you may continue your 


MADISON 
(As he walks toward his table) 
I am sorry that I shall have to be clinical from 
now on, Mics Hopkins. But it is absolutely necessary. 
(He picks up some papers at hisntable 
But was your pregnancy a premeditated thing? 


EIR NORE HOPKINS 
Dr. Beck wanted me to have a baby--if that's 
what you mean? 


MADISON 
That's exactly what I mean. 
(As he walks back toward the witness stand) 
Disb Fou knew he didn't 
want children by his late wife? 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
(She looks 111 again) 
Yes. I knew that. 


rm MADISON 
UM At edge of witness-stand) 
What salary for your services as a nurse did Br. 
Beck pay you? 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
Thiry-five dollars a week. 


MADISON 
Do, joù have a bank account? 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
Yes. 


MADISON 
Is 1t true that your bank account totals fifteen 
thousand dollars? 


ELENORE HPKINS 
About thate 


A KADIS 
Now, Miss Hopkins, Row long have you been earn~ 
ing your own living? 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
About eight years. 


MADISON 
During that time what have been your average 
weekly earnings? 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
Between twenty dollars a week and thirty-five 
dollars a week. 


MADISON 
And. you were able to save fifteen thoudand dollars 
out of that? 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
Hot exactly...... 


MADISON 
Miss Hopkins, I could stand here, and by round 
about methods draw the facts of how you happen 
to have a $15,000 bank account. But I desire to 
save the Court's time. So will you please just 
simply tell us the facts yourself? 


a ELEN SOME HOPKINS, «ewe hu roi he 

Whew Dr. Beck and Ba ht fifa ” 

it best to.give me money from time to t. y 
MADISON s: 


In other words, he was paying you for your extra 
services. 


tro me) ORE. HOPKINS 
Jea Not no =r He wasn't ` 
A paying me. ‘It wasn't like that. We were in love. 
i I began to see things his way after a while, and 
3 I was willing to have a baby. He ees sonething 
: might happen to him, so he wanted to make 
that I'd be taken care of. 


MADIS 
Did he say he thouent | he might be arrested for 
murder? 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
No Ho deta that he Sok ys be in an accident; or 
something like that. I didn't want the moneys” but 
it was his may. of being considerate. 


MADISON 
b det know that MrsJ Boci 


sites ELENORE HOPKINS — 
Yese 


Madison ee 
So you were willing to have Dr. Beck's bastard 
ehild--for a price? 


é EIE NORE HOPKINS 
Not for a pricel 
(She screams at him) 
And don't call tha baby a 
bastard! 


MADISON 
You say Dr. Beck was really in love with you? 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
Yes. He loves me! ‘ 


MADISON 
You were willing to have a baby by him? 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
Yese 


(The Court Attendant comes out of 4 

Judge's’ chambers and goes to Judge 
Archer. The he walks Right to swing- 
ing-gate.) 


MADISON 
he time, however, your wanted your baby to be 
degttinate, didn't you? 


ELENRE HOPKINS 


DISON 
= you tell Dr. peck that? 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
Yos. T told ntm Eo 


Yese 


S. NORE HOPKINS 
tout him that I Pipe aa he baby could 
a 


JUDGE ARCHER 
(As Collings walks to witness-stand) 

The Court has been io communication with the asap ee 
iage license Bureau, Mr. Collings»! The Bureau will send @& 
tm “special license over fiere immediately+ 
“essewrer. 


COLLINGS 
We are indeed grdpful for the Court's kind consid- 
eration. Thank you very much. 
(He turns to Elenore) 
¥You stated\Miss Hopkins, that you were willing to 
have a baby fo Dr. Beck. That was because you loved him? 


ELEBORE HOPKINS 
Yese 


COLLINGS 
Did you ever ask him to compensate you foraib 
what you were doing? 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
No. I never asked him for money or anything else. 


COLLINGS 
Did Dr. Beck suggest that you allow him to in= 
crease your bank account? 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
Yes. 


F COLLINGS 
And did you at first refuse to let him do this? 


_ _ELENORE HOPKINS 
# Yes. But he insisted. 


COLLINGS 
_ Did Dr. Beck give you any reason for his insist- 
ing that you take money? 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
Yes. He sala that the wanted to make sure that E 
pr aa prora for. And of course he santog to provide © 
bye 


COLLINGS 
Did he make any other provisions bg you and the — 


ae 


ELENORE HOPKINS po 
“(she looks at Dr. Beck and nite 
ze Yes. He bought a small house in 
village--not too ve the child New Yo 
ame Tor me to A was 


COLLINGS 

Dia you know that what you were doing would in 
a measure cut you off from pele adit ad friends and 
the usual life you were living? 


EIE NORE HOPKINS 
(She begins to look 111 again) 
Yes. But I didn't mind that. Dr. Beck and I hoped 
to really live together some day. We looked forward to — 
marriage some day. 


COLLINGS 
see...Did either of you ever talk to the other 
about a R Mrs. Beck--that is: physically? 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
No. Never! Dr. Beck told me all that Mrs. Beck 
had done for him. fle was very very grateful to here He 
didn't want to hurt ter in any way. But he did hope to 
convince her to divorce him. 


COLLINGS 
That's all Miss Hopkins. Cae hen fue mud) 
MADISON 
j (Walks close to witness-stand) g 
(Collings returns to his table) me 
One moment, Miss Hopkins. 


w ELENORE HOPKINS 
Da (Rocking backend-forth in chair.) D 
Do I have to answer more questions. I'm so tired! 


MADIS 
(For a moment he Tooke sympathetic) - 
I know ATE tired. But this is my job. And I 
have to lo my d ki 
E eae her head and tries to smile 


% You saia, aiat you, that after you were preg- 
nant you told Dr. Beck spat you wished the baby Soa 
have his name? 


re HOPKINS 
(As Madison turns and walks toward 
his table) 
Yes. I said that. 


MADISON 
I see. Naturally you wanted your baby to be legitimate! Natu- 
rally you did! That's all, Miss. Hopkins. 
(He furns and erosses to his table where 
he whispers to Fields. 


(SLENORE rises from chair but sinks back. 
COLLINGS quickly crosses to her and assists 
her down Ta witness stand. She gestures 
toward the third chair at the Defense table.) 


COLLINGS 
(Glancing at Judge Archer.) 
May I seat her at the Defffense table your.... 


(JUDGE ARCHER nods his head.) 


) (ELENORE sits in chair opposit DR. BECK, 
BECK takes her hand in hers as she lowers 
head on table before her. 


MADISON 
(Whirling suddenly to face Judge Archer.) 
Your honor! The State rests! 


COLLINGS 3 
I move that this case be dismissed for lack of evidence! 


MADISON and FIELDS 
(Shouting. ) 
Objection! 


JUDGE ARCHER 


isa ot Ds 


(Calmly.) 
Motion denied. 


COLLINGS 


Exception! 
(He pauses for several seconds, Then he faces the audience. 
he the Court.) 
it please the Court. Gentlemen of the Jury. This case 

which the state, like and old fashioned witch-doctor, has conjured up 
againet Dr. Beck, seems, in my humble opinion, to be far fetched and utterly : 
inmane, Certainly it is built on malice anà. circumstances, And of course 
the police and the District Attorney have ignored the real;why and how of 
Andnda Beck's death, Because to find the real murderer might cause them 
some little difficulty. They have introduced ridiculous motives for which 
they say Dr. Beck killed Amanda Beck, And have avoided, as best they could, i 
the true motives for-~ 


MADISON 
(Rising and grinning) 
If the Court please! Is Mr. Mièi» making his opening address or is 
he summing up? oa 


(Fields laughs.) 


(Judge Archer nods to Collings to continue) 


COLLINGS 

If the Court please, Gentlemen of the Jury, The defense will introduce 

testimony which will prove beyond a shadow of a doubt that Dr. Beck = 

is innocent of murder. We will introduce witnesses who will paint a 

different picture of John Beck's character. And we shall show that ther 
ed Amanda Beck+~malicious individuals who 


m the State. 
111 John Be 


oy 3 


+ COURT CLERK 

Dr, Sims to the stand. Dr. Sims take. the witness stand, 
(Dr. Sims,once more comes from Right to Left). 

You solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but 

the truth so help ; you Godt 


© DR. SIMS 


at sits in chair) 


LLINOS 

Dr. Sims you have already told us that you are the Dean @f ti 
Schoo} mhich John Beck attended. And you have said that you know something 
about his life previous to his entering médical school. Can you tell us 
whether or not John Beck was a good student while he was in the under— 
graduate department of the University? 


DR. SINS 
He was an excellent student. 


COLLINGS 
The scholarship you mentioned? Did it last the four years he was in 


college? 
DR. SIMS 
Beck was able to renew the scholarship every year during his 


college career. 


COLLINGS 
And when he graduated from college did he immediately enter medical 
school. 


DR. SIMS 
No. 
ConLINGs 
why not? 
DR, snis 3 
He didn't have the money. 
COLLINGS 
What did he do to get the money? 
DR, SIMS 


He stayed out of school and worked for a year, 
COLLINGS 

He worked. Jyst what did he do? 
DR. SIMS 

He did any kind of "colored job! he could get. 


COnLINGS 
What do you mean by "colored job"? 


DR. SMS fs 
Well a white person with a college education is usually able to 
get a position befitting his mentality--that is: sope kind of high class 
white collar work, But a Negro with the same educational background has 
to take a "colored job"--if he wants to live. That is: he has to become 
a chauffeur, a porter, a red-cap, an elevator operator and the like, $ 
As a matter of fact seventy-five percent of the colored men who win their — 
college degrees pay for them with that kind of labor, Seldom does a 2 
Negro leave professional school without working at such a job part time, 


DRE SIMS pe 
And while he ip medical school that first year he,went 
hungry just ee atNegro boysis doing right this minute. 
John Beck wanted to practice medicine, Mr. Collings! Ri 


Ye: 


COnLINGS 
And is he a good physician? 


DR, SIMS 
One of the best! 
COLLINGS 
After John Beck finished his course in medicine, Dr. Sims, did 
you keep in touch with hin? 


DR, SIMS 


COLLINGS 


DR. SIMS, od. 

John Beck was probably the asst student Éo Eve pass through our 
medical school. I have always cher{thed the hope that sone day he 
would return e University and teach medicine, But John Beck 
prefers tose Soon his own people in Harlem. 

pment Da 
A COLLINGS 
Sims--would Dr, Beck do anything--anything at all--to harm a 
patient of his? 


wr? MADISON 2 
Objection! Witness isn't in position to answer that question! 


DR. SIMS 
(Turning auickly toward Judge Archer) 
If the court pleas I am ina position to answer that questiont 
I was John Beck's teacher! And through the years I have been his friend. 
I have been in close touch with him pr ly ever since he 


from medical school. He has discussed his ideas ànd theorie: with me. 
He came to me for advice on numerous occasions while he and Mr, Brooks 
were writing their book....Your manor-~I know John Beck, 


JUDGE ARCHER, 
I shall allow that question. cma. tte) 


DR. SIMS 

Thank you. John Beck's main objective in life is to cure and to 
heal people--all people I He would never--under any circunstances-— 
do anything to harm any patient. 


3 COLLINGS 


eek. 
Your witness, Ir. Madison Gate Creel 


: is a ante j 3 
Dr. Sims! Did John Beck marry Amanda Jones of hie own free will? 
S AT DR. SINS 
Hoe hoe ts aS LISS ; Fa 
MADISON = er ¥ 


No further questions. 


(SIMS leaves the witness stand.) 


COLLINGS 
The next witness for the Defense is Miss Hilda Redd. 


MADISON 
I object! Miss Kedd has already been subjected to gross 
indignities, and. 


COLLINGS 
And I have taken the liberty of having her seeved with a 
subpoena; since I haven't done with subjecting her to 
gross indignities. 


UDGE ARCHER 
Objection over-ruled, Strike out that remark by Mr. 
Collings. Witness wiàl take the oath, 


(CLERK calls HILDA REDD to the stand. When she doesn't 
rise, GUARD calls her. She Xs reluctantly, and takes oath) 


obi et 
Fray ea Pe ee eo AP EOP E 
BD CK K 

XN s z 
COLLINGS 


Miss Kedd, when you were a witness for the State you 
testified you were well acquainted with the Beck house 
and household, didn't you? 


HILDA REDD 
Yes. 


` COLLINGS 
During your period of employment with Dr. Beck you had 
unusual freedom within the house? 


HULDA REDD 
I don't know what you mean by that. 


COLLINGS 
You could come and go in Dr. Beck's house; when and how 
you pleased? 


HILDA REDD 
Dr. Beck's house? I thought the house belonged to his 
late wife and Miss Jones. 


A ae eae eS 
36: ACT TWO 


COLLINGS 
Just a minute, Miss Redd. Didn't you testify yesterday in 
words similar to these: "I was well acquainted with his 
home life -- since he maintains his office at his home"? 


HILDA REDD 
(Deliberate: malicious) 
Yes: but his home was not his house. 


COLLINGS 
(Exasperated) 
Miss Redd! Could you come and go as you pleased in the house 
where Dr. Beck had his office, and where he lived? 


HILDA REDD 
I was mostly concerned with affairs in the office. 


COLLINGS 
(Shouting) 
That wasn't the question!. And on yesterday you seemed to be 
concerned with everything but the office. 


HULDA REDD 
You don't have to shout that way! Alright: I could go wher- 
ever I wanted to. But I was careful not to take undue liberties. 
I never intruded. 


COLLINGS 
And how did you get into the house? 


š HILDA REDD 
By the door, of course, 


COLLINGS 

A person like you wouldn't have wings. So you couldn't have 

in through the second story window. So even stupid me 
suspected that you went in by the door. (Pause) By what door? 


MADISON 
(Up) 
Don't answer that question. If the Court please, I don't see..... 


COLLINGS 
If the Court please! I wish to show that Hilda Redd herselfy— 
or someone acting in collusion could have entered Dr. Seck's 
surgery on the day Amanda Beck was killed! 


MADISON 
(Xing L) 
But your Honor, Miss Redd has testified that she was in 
Chicago on the day Mrs. Beck was murdered! 


COLLINGS 
May I point out to the Court that we merely have the witness’ 
word for that. 


— ss ae 


MADISON j * 
Mr, Collings is being silly! It's more thancobvious that $ 
Miss Redd was in...... 


COLLINGS 
May I proceed with the witness, your Honor? 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Objection over-ruled! (MA. sit) Go on with the witness, 
Mr, Collings. 


col 
Miss Redd, was it customary for someone in the Beck house 
to admit you by the door? 


REDD 
Frequently someone in the house opened the door for me. 


COLLINGS 
I see. Now, while you were a nurse, working for Dr, Beck 
mind you, the doctor himself always opened the door for 
YOUse rere 


HILDA REDD 
I didn't say that! 


COLLINGS 
«if Dr. Beck or Amanda Beck or Carrie Jones didn't 
e door for you, how else coubd you get into the hou 


Well. 
open 


HILDA REDD 
I had a key, of course. 


COLLINGS z 
ah! You had a key! Just one key? 


HILDA REDD 
No, I had two keys. But I don't see. 


COLLINGS 
Well, then just close your eyes. And just answer the questions. 
You had two keys? Both of them to the front door? 


LDA REDD 
I told you I was in Chicage when Mrs, Beck was....... 


OLLINGS 
But then both keys you had opened the front. ...s..ss. 


HILDA REDD 
I didn't say thai 


COLLINGS 
Then you could have enatered the Beck house by a door other 
than the front door? 


HILDA REDD 


Yes. 


COLLINGS 
What door waw that? 


HILDA REDD 
A door to the surgery. 


COLLINGS 
I see. And when Dr. Beck discharged you, Miss Redd, you 
returned those two keys to him? 


HILDA REDD 
No, Ieseseeee 

COLLING: 
Then you still have those keys? 


HILDA REDD 
Nos I don't have them, 


GOLLINGS 
Then where are they? 


1 HILDA REDD 
I don't know» I lost them. 
COLLINGS L 
Did you tell Dr, Beck that you lost those keys? 


HILDA REDD 
No. 


COLLINGS 
Did you tell anyone -- ‘anyone at all -- that you lost those 
keys? 5 


HILDA REDD 
No. ~- 
COLLINGS 
But you want us to believe you lost those keys, don't you? 
HILDA REDD 
I don't care what you believe... . 
(Simultaneously) 
(Up) MADISON 
Objection! 
COLLINGS 


I withdraw the question. (MA. sit) Now, Miss Redd, until 
recently you maintained an apartment on St. Nicholas Avenue, 
isn't that a fact? 


HILDA REDD 


Yes. 


NGS 
And Mr. Fields has often been a visitor to your apart- 
ment -- isn't that a. 


MADISON 
(Up) 
Objection! Don't answer that question! 
COLLINGS 
Alright , I'll withdraw the question. Your witness, Mr, Madison. 
(Xs to table-sits) 
MADISON 
(xs k) 
Miss Redd, did you help Dr, Beck on the Doolittle case? 


HILDA REDD 


MADISON 
And you heard him express his aversion to black Negroes? i 


HILDA REDD 
Yos. 
h MADISON 
Was Mrs. Beck a black woman} Miss Redd? 


HILDA REDD 
Why, yes. 


MADI: $ 
Did you ever hear Dr. Beck say he wanted to be rid of Mrs. Beck? — 


COLLINGS 
(Up) Objection! 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Over-ruled. 


COLLINGS 
But, your Honor, that's a misleading question! 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Question is permissible. Witness will answer. 


HILDA REDD 
(Maliciously) Yes. I heard John Beck say he wanted to get 
raid of Amanda eck! 


MADISON 
That's all, Miss Redd. (REDD leaves stand-resumes seat) f. 


COLLI! 
The Stakaks next witne: 


NGS s 
for the Defense is Mrs. Ruth Ellen, 


(An elderly mulatto woman, very well dressed, 
leaves a spectator's chair and crosses toward 
witness chair. As she passes Dr. Beck, she 
smiles at him pleasantly.) 


(The CLERK gives RUTH ELLEN the oath.) 


COLLINGS 
Is your husband alive, Mrs. Ellen? 


RUTH ELLEN ol 
No. He died seven years ago. 2 
COLLINGS 
Were you well off when your husband died? 
RUTH ELLEN 
I had a little money. But it was soon gone. 
COLLINGS 
After your money was gone, how did you earn your living? 
RUTH ELLEN 


I got a job in a dress factory. But it was all I could do, work- — 
ing ten hours a day, to make nine dollars a weBk. 


COLLINGS 


How old were you when you began working in the dress factory? 
RUTH ELLEN 
I was sixty four. And I had no relatives or friends. 


COLLINGS 
How long did you work in the dress factory? 


RUTH ELLEN 
A little less than two years. 


COLLINGS 
Way did you stop working there? 


RUTH ELLEN 
One day, I was crossing Lenox Avenue near 135th Street. I 
over by an automobile which sped away and left me lying in the 
street. 


COLLINGS 
And then what happened? 


RUTH ELLEN 
There was a City Hospital a block away. I was taken there. 


Pe SI ge 
æ YO non mo 


COLLINGS 
How badly injured were you? 


RUTH ELLEN yy 
Iwas very badly burt. 


One le 
aE AROEN acd no ATA wee broken. They took me to the 
emergency receiving roome 


COLLINGS 
And of course the doctors and the nurses in the 
hospital took care of your injuries right awat 


RUTH ELLEN 
(With indignation) 
No. They did not! I was placed on a table and left 

alone for ever so long. There were two other badly hurt 

eople in the room. One was a man who had been shot. 

fhe other was a little girl who had fallen from a second= 
story window. None of us received att@ntion for a lon; 
time--not even the little girl. And all the while nurses 
and doctors were passing in and out of the room. They 
had time to laugh and talk with each other. But they had 
no time for us. 


COLLINGS 

And this was a city hospital in Harlem? 
RUTH ELLEN 

Yes. 

wee COLLINGS 


see. The ssme people who supervise our city hos- 
RRF supervise our police force! No wonder-~ 


MADISON 
(Interrupting and springing to his feet) 
I objecti In the first place I don't believe a 
hospital could and would be that negligent! In the sec- 
ond place this testimony is immaterial and irrelevant! 


COLLINGS 
(With anger 
Our City hospitals are as negligent as that. The 
one in Harlem is little more than a pig-pen! I invite 
the District Attorney to go visit it and see for him- 
self. Though God help him if he goes as patient! 
{Snouting) 
And this testimony is not immaterial and irrelevant! 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Court is very interested in this testimony. 
Objection over-ruled 


(Madison sits down) 


COLLINGS _ 
Go on, Mrs. Ellen. 


a 
RUTH ELLEN 
The little girl received treatment first. Then 
two internes began to examine the man who was shot. 
They handled him roughly. When he grea oF ma in pains 
they cursed hime eam 


-oivia colored, tho 
Bau Gi i 


hospital discipline. 
either! Then he ca: 


egan to take care 
of my injuries. : 


And After he had done 


Yes. But he came pack to the hospita: o 
next day. He was no n the hospital staff. But he in- 5: 


that private hospital for a year. I received medical 
attention. A plastic surgeon fixed my head and face. 


(She laughs) 
I am far better looking now, now than ever before. 


COLLINGS 
Who paid for this, Nrs. Ellen? 


(COLLINGS crosses UP LEFT to CLERK.) 


(RALPH JUDD enters RIGHT. A white man in 
his late twenties, he takes a seat at the 
Reporters’ table.) 


(SLENORE begins to droop in her chair. DR. 
BECK shows signs of alarm, because of her 
condition. ) 


MADISON 
(Up at his table.) 
I see you as a very lovely old lady, Mrs. Ellen. I can understand 
why Dr. Beck would be fond of you. Your appearance quite suits 
his extraordinary taste. Even in the matter of color. From here, 
I should say your skin is a golden brown. Dr. Beck would like 
that! = 


RALPH JUDD 
(frying to attract Collings' attention in 
a loud whisper. 
Mr. Collings! Mr. Collings! 


(COLLINGS glances at JUDD, but looks away.) 


(SLENORE collapses, her head drooping on the 
table before her. DB. BECK half rises from 
his chair to look at her, while he feels her 
pulse.) 


MADISON 
(Crossing toward witness stand during the 
action above. 
And isn't it true, Mrs. Ellen, that Dr. Beck has often said to 
you: "You remind me of my mother?? 


(COURT ATTENDANT enters from JUDGE'S Gham- 
bers and hands CLERK and envelope.) 


RUTH ELLEN 
He does say that. Only it was his grandmother I remind him of, 


MADISON 

(Sarcastically.) 
And most criminals have a sincere affection for their mothers or 
their prototypes! No more questions, Mrs. Ellen. 


CLERK 
Your honor. The marriage license is here. 
(Hands envelope to Judge.) 


(RUTH ELLEN leaves stand and resumes spec- 
tator's chair, looking sympathetically at 
ELENORE as she passes her.) 


JUDGE ARCHER e> 
Glancing at license, after having opened 4 
the envelope.) j 
Mr. Collings, I have the marriage license here. Everything seems 
to be in order. So, is it is agreeable to you and your client, 
I'll perform the ceremony at the end of today's session. 


DR. B] 
(Having listened intently and anxiously to 
Judge Archer.) 
If your honor please.... 


COLLINGS 

(Interrupting. ) 
What is it, John’ 

L to Dr. Beck to whom he whispers 

for a second. He turns to Judge Archer.) 
Ir Court Please. Dr. Beck has informed me that he is extreme: 

gncerned about Miss. Hopkins’ health. Today's session has bee: 

very trying for her, and he fears serious consequences if she's 
not allowed to go home as quickly as possible. Therefore, may we 
request you to perform the marriage ceremony now, rather than at 
the close of this session? 


MADISON 
I object! Staging this wedding is a deliberately concocted scheme 
to create sympathy for a vicious killer! 


COLLINGS 
(Angry. ) 
I move for mistrail! Mr. Madison again is branding my client.... 


JUDGE ARCHER 
(Interrupting) 
Enough of this! 
Glancing down at stenographer.) 
Strike out Mr. Madison's remarks. 


MADISON 

(Crossing to bench.) 
I object to any marriage taking place in this courtroom, And I 
demand a ruling on my objection! 


JUDGE ARCHER 
It's over-ruled! 


COLLINGS 
your Hon@r! I have a motion before the Court. 


MADISON ” 
(Simultaneously with Collings. ) 
I take exception to the Court's rulling! 


JUDGE ARCHER 
(Annoyed with Madison.) 
Mr. Madison! You've taken up enough of the Court's time with 
your tactics! The Court has already disposed of this Toole iss 
earlier today when Mr. Collings requested she marriage 1: 


JUDGE ARCHER (cont'd) 
for his client. Mr Collings, your motion for a mistrial is de- 
nied. 


RALPH JUDD 
(Leans over rail and tries to attract Col- 
ings' attention.) 
Mr, Collings! Mr. Collings! 


MADISON 
(After having looked at Elenore who still r 
s in a state of collapse.) 4 
I'll consent to the marriage. 
Crosses to bench.) 
If your Honor will have the courtroom cleared. 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Very well. 
(fo the Clerk.) 
Have the courtroom cleared. 


RALPH JUDD ; 
Crone to Collings above noise coming 
rom the spectators. ) 
Mr. Caen Can I see you for a minute! 


CLERK and ATTENDANTS 
Clear the Court! Clear the Court! 
R. JUDD 
Mr. Collings! I've some photos that'll interest you! 
JUDGE ARCHER 
(Noticing Judd.) 

Will the Clerk clear the Court od the Press too! 
(COLLINGS goes to rail where JUDD is. JUDD 
jumps over the rail and hands COLLINGS sev- 
eral photos and newspaper clippings. COL- 
LIN@S looks at them quickly as JUDD whis- 
pers in his ear.) 

CLERK 


(To Judd. ) 
All right! Outside! Or I'll have to throw you out! 


JUDD 
See what I mean, Mr. Collings? 


COLLINGS 
Yes. But I'll need time to check it up, I'm going to ask for. 
(Again he looks at photos and clippings.) 


All right! All right! Take it e 


(JUDD is among the last of the speotatdrs, Fh 
witnesses and reporters to leave room) 


(As the Clerk R a the bumb's rush.) 
easy! 


COLLINGS 


Your honor! 
(Crossing excitedly to bench.) 

I move that Court be adjourned until next Monday! New Evidence 

appears which changes the whole complexion of this case! 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Just what is the nature of this new evidence, Mr. Collings? 


COLLINGS 
This evidence will prove my client not. guilty. But I shall need 
time to thompughly investigate the sources of the information I've 
just received. 


MADISON 
This sort of thing should be old stuff to the Court. These eleventh 
hour theatricals generally never hold water! 


JUDGE ARCHER 
I'm inclined to agree with Mr. Madison. 


COLLINGS 
.Dr. Beck is being tried for murder. He lawfully deserves every 
opportuhity to defend himself. 


MADISON 
Mir. Collings has had ample time to prepare his case, your Honor! 
And he has already entered into the matter! 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Mr. Collings, I'm inclined to deny your request for an adjourn- . 
ment for such a length of time. You and your client have already 
taken great liberties with the Court's time today. Shouldn't a 
few hours be sufficient? 


MADISON 
Why dont you show us this new evidence you have? 


COLLINGS 
That wouldn't be in the interest of my client! 


JUDGE ARCHER 
I agree to that point. 


(COLLINGS and MADISON cross to the corner 
of the bench and hold a whispered conversation 
with JUDGE ARCHER.) 


p JUDGE ARCHER 
Mr. District Attorney, if you are willings, I'll adjourn trial z 
until next Monday morning. But Mr. Collings, if the Court at that — 
time discovers that this request of yours is a cheap hoax, you 

will be held in contempt, and fined the cost of the Court during 
the period of adjournment. 


MADISON 
I think that fair enough. I agree to the adjournment, 


JUDGE ARCHER 3 
Very well. Court is adjourned until next Monday at ten o'clock. 


COLLINGS 
Thank you both 
KER to his table.) 


(Meanwhile DR. BECK has been busy with 
at the table.) 


DR. BECK 
Miss. Hopkins has recovered somewhat now. Would your Honor pertai 
the ceremony? 


JUDGE ARCHER 
(Rising from chair.) 
Very well. 
Leaving bench.) 
And now we'll get this unusual couple married. 


CURTAIN FALLS 


ACT THREE 
TIME: The following Monday at ten o'clock. 
SCENE: The same as in Act One and Act Two, 


AL RISE: Court is not yet in session. There is considerable 


noise coming from spectators, reporters and witnesses. The 
Stenorgrapher is sitting at his table reading a wide open news- 
paper. HILDA REDD and FIELDS stand CENTER talking to MADISON, 
ELENORE enters RIGHT escorted by COLLINGS; they cross to the 


Defense table and ELENORE sits in chair LEFT of table. 


FIELDS 
(Leering) E 
The sepia wonder of the New York bar! ; 
(He prods Madison in the side and nods at ii 
Collings.) 
COLLINGS 


(Looking through the papers on his table.) 
Good morning, Mr. Field: 


FIELDS 
(Grinning at Blenore.) 
Well! The bride! And very much recovered I see! 


MADISON 
y Miss. Hopkins--pardon! I mean Mrs. Beck--not being in a 
pepe oie 


FIELDS 
(Chuckling. ) 
Ah! But Counsellow Collings has vast powers of rejuvenation! 


(CLERK approaches HILDA REDD and asks her 

to go outside of rail. Reluctantly, she 

o eee gate and takes a spectator's 
De 


MADISON 
Whatever his powers!—-he's better display them today! 
FIELDS 
Something tells me he's going to pers to pay court costs frak 
last Wednesday until today! Or else 
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y4 COLLINGS 
Smiles as he places some papers on 
(aw his table.) r 
If I should have to do that--I hope to manage with- 
out having to pass the hat to either of you gentlemen. 


MADISON 
Well you don't really have to pay, you know! Judge 
Archer could arrange a bit of a vacation for you--in one 
of our public resorts! 


FIEIDS s 
And in such an event, you can count on me for hot aii 
soup! 


MADISO N 


Collings did you know that the Jury consumed two 


humdred dollars worth of food during the last few es 
days! 
COLLINGS 
Not 


(Sighs) 
Oh welll There's no accounting for apetites! 


FIELDS 
. .. (Just as Judge Archer appears at door 
Up-Stage Left.) 
They had chicken and champagne! But you may have to 
make it on bread and water to pay for their tastes. Ani 
s I hear one or two ordered squabl--for breakfast yester- 
day mornings 


ELENORE HOPKINS 
(Looking at Collings and being 
very serious.) 
Mr. CollingsI--you won't really have to pay for all 
that, will you?. £ 
(Madison and Fields begin to laugh.) 


COURT CLERK 
(In a sing-song voice.) 
Hear ye, hear ye. Al} ye who have business draw 
near, give attention, and ye shall be heard. 
(Everybody rises. Judge Archer, now upon 
the bench, sits down and nods at the Clerk.) 
Be seated. Court is now in session. Judge Archer 
presiding. wor 
(He knocks on his desk with gavel.) fe 


JUDGE ARCHER 
(Motion to Guard. 
Bring in the prisoner. 


(There is some low conversation in room 
when the Guard leaves courtroom by door 
DOWN STAGE LEFT, ELENORE talks to COL* 
LINGS.) 


(DB. BECK escorted by GUARD enters by door 
UP STAGE LEFT, COLLINGS #iséS, crosses to 
meet BECK. BECK shakes COLLINGS* hand; then 
quickly crosses to ELENORE and kisses her. 


DR. BECK 
I didn't think you'd be able to come today, Hlenore! 
ELENORE 


(Gayly.) (She rises.) 
I feel quite aay right this morning, John. And you look swell! 


(CDLLINGS motions to BECK and ELENORE 86 
be seated. All three sit down at Defense 
table.) 


JUDGE ARCHER 
If Mr. Collings is ready? He's already had a great deal of time, 


COLLINGS 
Quite ready, your Honor. 
ie rises and crosses to bench.) : 
I ask permission to restate my case to the Court and the Jury. 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Permission granted. 


COLLINGS 
(Bows to Judge.) 
May it please the Court. And gentlemen of the Jury. I shall re- _ 
state my case simply and briefly. 3 
(He glances toward the spectators and wit- 
nesses.) 
But before I do--because of the extraordinary nature of the evi- 
dence I'm about to present--I ask that the doors be closed and 
a guard stationed there until the end of the session. 


JUDGE ARCHER 

(To Guard.) 
Have the doors locked. Let no one enter or leave thè room until 
the close of the session. 


(GUARD goes to CLERK who gives him keys. 
GUARD then crosses RIGHT through gate 

and walks oft, indicating that he has locked 
doors.) 


E 


COLLINGS 

(When Judge nods to him to continue.) 
Dr. Beck did not kill his wife! I know who killed Amanda Beck. 
And in a little while you shall know. I know why Amanda Beck was 
murdered. She was stabbed to death by a person who is in t 
courtroom, a person who took an oath and swore to tell the Sráth 
and violated that oath by falsely swearing to be miles away from 
the scene of the crime when the murder was committed} And now the 
Defense calls Ralph Judd to the witness stand. 


(JUDD crosses to stand. CLERK swears him in.) 


COLLINGS 
Mr, Judd, what is your business? 


RALPH JUDD 

(Puffed up with importance and naturally 

an exhibitionist. ) 
I'm a photographer. I work for a Newark newspaper and a broad- 
casting station. 


COLLINGS 
Issee. And do you have any special assignment? 


RALPH JUDD 
My paper dont publish on Sundays. All the rest of the days--ex- 
cept Wednesdays--ky work's regular routine stuff. I cover weddings, 
funerals, baby-contests, axe-slayings--and stuff like that. 


COLLINGS 
And on Wednesdays, Mr. Judd? 


RALPH JUDD 
On Wednesdays I got a reglar pip. That's the day my 
hooks up with a radio station. Publicity and all ison beat 
as that. 


COLLINGS 
Do you mind telling us about that Wednesday 
y -- and all such stuff as that? 


RALPH JUDD 
mind a bit. I seen my duty, and that's how come I 


)LLINGS 
We would still like oa hear about that Wednesday publicity 
and all such stuff as that. 


i RALPH JUDD 
E = Oh yeah. We call it iehi Interviews: aly wo = always 
$ interview on the sidewalk. how I happen to be here. 


And ai 
arouse your: i 


RALP a 
$ = „Yeahe But not just A AA by Iree Lien eS 
3 You see a couple of the ed boas an he et 
oe ‘grounds of the witnesses and ets ee things 


1ik 
this one picture--I wanna TE, Fairing ni 


TET i 
ron Well tell us about that "Picture. Ba 


‘ RALPH JUDD 
This was a rpneites of a person supposed to be miles 
avagetron the Scene of anida Beck's Sere 


sd corn-INes Bee $ 
: And! ‘was that person so far away? 


4, nee RALPH JUDD : 4 

wra law. That person was at gover Air ‘Port on July lste — 
COLLINGS 

Can you prove your statement? 


RALPH JUDD 
Suret pss 
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RALPH JUDD 
We was interviewin' people leavin' planes that day. As 

folks would leave the plane I would snap their pictures. 

Some of ‘em would step up to the microphone an‘ talk to the 

radio audience; and some wouldn't. Well - from one of the 

planes out steps a colored person. The only one all that 

morning. I snapped the picture. But the person wouldn't 

talk to nobody -- just rushed off in a taxi. Even though 

they ain't published, I hold on to all my prints, 


COLLINGS 
(Handing print to JUDD) 


Is this the picture you tooxntthe bush dispord om (07% LA 


RALPH JUDD 
Yeah. That's the picture alright. My mark's down in the corner. 
(Returns photo to C0) 


COLLINGS 
(Handing clipping to JUDD) 


And is this newsphoto you clipped from Tuesday's paper a 
picture of the same person you snapped at Newark Airport 
on July 1st? 


RALPH JUDD 
Yeah. The two picture are of the same person. 


(Returns clipping to CO) 


COLLINGS 
And you dispute this person's statement to the police and 
the District attorney to being miles away from New York 

on the day Amanda Beck was murdered? You place this person 
at Newark Airport? 


RALPH JUDD 
That person was at Newark Airport on July Ist. I 
person with my own eyes. And I snapped a picture o: 
person with my own camera. And you got the picture. 


COLLINGS 
Thank you, Mr. Judd. Your witness, Mr. Madison, 
MADISON 

(Xing to, stand) envelope 

You . Collinge antettes Mr. Judd? 
RALPH JUDD 

Yes. 
KADISON 


Why? 


Now, Mr. Phillips, what is your business? 


a” 
RALPH JUDD 
Because I ain't got the stomach to see an innocent guy 
sit in the hot chair. 


MADISON 
And aren't you always writing letters to newspapers, and people 
in the limelight, Mr. Judd? 


COLLINGS 
Don't answer that question, Objection, 


MADISON 
(To JU.) 
Your Honor. I contend that this witness is a crank, There 
are thoudands like him. They get hysterical and want to write 
letters and appear as witnesses whenever a court case become the 
least bit sensational. 


statements, 


COLLINGS 
Your Honor. Ralph Judd has evidence to support his 


I: 
Then why don't you offer those photographs in evidence? 


COLLINGS 
I'm conducting this defense. Not you,Mr. Madison. 
JUDGE ARCHER 
No more of that -- both of you. Mr, Collings objection 
sustained. 


MADISON 
No more questions. 


COLLINGS 

Will the attendant call Herman Philips to the stand. 
CLERK 

Herman Philips to the stand. Herman Philips to the stand. 
RALPH JUDD 

What about me? 
COLLINGS 

You may go now. (JUDD leaves stand) 

cures, dressed in an Aim rin) uniform 

stand in 


oronaga and is swom 


caat 


COLLINGS 


ae 


HERMAN PHILIPS 


Itm an aviator. I'm a co-pilot on the Cross-Service 
Air Lines. 


ACT THREE 


COLLINGS 
And just what are your duties? 


HERMAN PHILIPS 
I act as relief pilot at the controls of our planese 


I check passengers at the beginning of a flight and at 
the end of a flight. 


COLLINGS 
Just how do you check yamexpassengers? 


HERMAN PHILIPS 

The passengers on our line, as on most air-lines, 
reserve their seats on our planes in advance. Thep they 
appear at the air-ports. The pilots are given a list of 
the names of the people having made reservations for a 
flight. I stand by the door of the plane andcheck their 
names.as they enter. When they leave the plane Ido 
the same thing. 


COLLINGS 
(Showing him Judd's print.) > 
Have you ever seen this person before? 


HERMAN PHILIB 
Yes. I know that person as Te Wright who made a 
flight on a plane with me to Newark Air-Port. And-= 


COLLINGS 
(Interrupting quickly.) 
Whet time did your plane land at Newark Air Port 
on this particular flight? 


HERMAN PHILIPS es 
T. Wright pade flights on my plane on July lst. We 
landed at Newark Air Port at 12.20. Twenty minutes 
past noon. 


COLLINGS 
(Showing him newspaper picture.) 
Is this a picture of T. Wright? 


HERMAN PHILIPS | 
Yese 


+ am that's the person I ee as Te Wright. 
COLLINS 


I see. And what time did you leave Newark Air Port, 
after having arrived at 12.20, 


HERMAN PHILIPS 
We left Newark on our return flight at 3.10. 


COLLINGS z 
Wase Te Wright with you on your return trip? 
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HERMAN PHILIPS 
Yes. 


COLLINGS 
ou happen to know when T. Wright made reser- 
vations for this round trip? 


HERMAN PHILIPS 
(fakes some papers out of his 
TWASGS packet Pied get, cian) COD 
These are the Company's records. T. Wright made re- 
servations for that round tripflight on June 10th-- 
three full weeks in advence. 
l Olinga tahad Po 


J 


8N 


COLLING: 
How were weather conditions on that day? 


HERMAN PHILIPS 
l Perfecte j 
COLLINGS 
fo more questions, Mr. Philips. Your witness, Mre 


Ne 

ee A, 4 Te Plihlja) 
MADISON 

You identified two pictures as representing a per- 
son known to you as T. Wright who made a return-trip 
plane flight with you on July lst. Could you produce 
reoords to bear out the statements you have just made? 
Something in black and white? 


Ca HERMAN PHILIPS 
~ Yes The Company's records of that day's flights. 
The Company has a full record of every flight made tha’ 
day by any of its planes, and by all its planes. The 
) records include names of all passengers, pilots, hos- 
’ tesses, plane-licenses and-- 


MADISON 
(Interrupting. ) 

Allright! No further questions! 
Philips smiles and leaves stand, 
walking Right to Spectetor's seat.) 


COLLINGS 
(Looking off Right to doors.) 4 
Will Attendant call my next witness, Miss Mary 


(Mary Hudson walks through doors just as 
he calls her name, She proceeds Left to | 
Court Clerk's desk. She is a very pretty 
blond, dressed as an air-line hostess.) 


COURT CLERK 
You solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth so help you God? 


MARY HUDSON 


I do. 


ae aia ae 


ACT THREE 


(She sits in witness-chair and smiles.) 


COLLINGS : 
You are-an air-hostess, are you not, Miss 
Hudson? 


MARY HUDSON 
Yes. I'm an air-hostess. 


COLLINGS 
Did you make a round-trip flight with co-pilot 
Philips on July lst? A trip which began at 11 o'clock 

that morning and ended at 4.30 that afternoon? 


MARY HUDSON 
I did. 


COLLINGS 
(Showing her both pictures.) 
Was this person one of your passengers on that 
flight? 


MARY HUDSON 
Yes. That's T. Wright. 


COLLINGS 
Is this T. Wright in both pictures? 


MARY HUDSON 
Well the personvin both pictures is the person I 
know as T. Wright. 


COLLINGS 
(Withdrawing pictures.) 
see. Are air-hostesses given a passeneger list 
before flights? 


MARY HUDSON 
Yes. 


COLLINGS 
And once you have seen a person and reconciled that 
person as a passeneger on a flight--do you have to con- 
sult your list before you can call that person's name? 


MARY HUDSON 
A passen@ger is assigned a seat in my plane. I 
manage to remember thaperson as long as the flight 


lasts. When I see the person a, manage to remember 

the person!s aame- any instancesd 
COLLINGS 

How do you happen to be able to readily identify 

Te Wright as a person who once made a flight on your 

plane? - hy 
MARY HUDSON 

(A little embarrassed.) 


ee. hs Cleans 


Yy 4 
Te Wright is a colored person. Few colored people-- 


evef travel in planes. At least on the planes in 
which I work. 


Ps Ag? THRER 


COLLINGS 


I see. Havi gour passenger lists for flights 36 and 
65 for July lst-? ` ; 


MARY HUDSON 
Yes. Right here. 
She leans over and points at papers.) 
{Collings and Madison both look.) 
That check beside the name means 
that T. Wright actually made the flights. 


COLLINGS 
That's all. 


MADISON 
No questions. 
(Mary smiles at both men and steps down , 
from chair. M 


Shoga te SA W jia) 
COLLINGS 
Will the Attendant at the door call George Be 
Shaw who is my next witness! (xi 
MADISON 
(Suddenly turning to Judge Archer.) 
Your honor! I demand that Mr. Collings offer these 
pictures of his in evidence or let me have a look at 
them--because I want to know who T, Wright ist 


JUDGE ARCHER 
I'd like to know who T. Wright is myself. But I can't 

demand that Mr. Collings show me his pictures--for the 
very simple reason that by so doing I might defeat the 
aims of justice. 

(George B. Shaw comes through doors 

at RighYand walks Left to stand where 

he stands at Clerk's desk.) 


COLLINGS 
(Holds pictures toward Madison.) 
Here. Take a quick peep! 


(As Madison looks, Collings 
Snatches picture away.) 


d FIELDS 
g gom suddenly from bis seat.) 
objectl...Mr. Colllings is trying to pli s 
with the District Attorneyl> ic ite ts ake 


haac ena 
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; COLLINGS 
(Grinning at Fields.) 
And won't the bad lawyers let Mr. Fields play?.se. 
Don't worry you'll have your chance. 


SHAW 
What about me? 


COLLINGS 
Just as soon ag you take your oath we'll let you play 
took (iy Sit. ft sto 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Enough of this Mr. Collings. 
Trying to keep from grinning.) 

And you really musn't 
play now-you-see-it; now-you-don't with Mr. Madison and 
Mr. Fields...They're too grown up fob that game. The 
Clerk will give George B. Shaw the oath now. 


COURT CLER 
You solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whdb 
truth end nothing but the truth so help you God? 


SHAW 
Yeah! 
(Sits in witness-chair.) 


(Shaw is a tall, thin individual dressed 
as a taxi-cab drived.) 


.. COLLINGS 
What do you do a living, Mr. Shaw? 


SHAW 
Well I ain't no sissy like this old-long beard dude 
that's copped me names I don't write no books like 
him and-- 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Will the witness answer the question please! 


SHAW 
O. Ke I just don't want nobody to mistake me for 
this other George Shaw that goes around being sarcastic 
with people. Me? I'm a taxi-cab driver. And I got me 
own way of putting wise guys in their places. 
(Adding quickly.) Not mean- 
ing you--your honor! 


JUDGE ARCHER ee 
That makes the Court very proud, MY, Shaw... 
Proceed, Mr. Coblings. 


COLLINGS 
So you're a cab driver? Ste 
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w 


SH 
That's what I said. 


COLLINGS 
And where is your cab=stand? 


SHAW 
Me stand's at Newark Air Port. I works day times. 


COLLINGS 
Can you remember what happened during the day of 
July lat? 


SHAW 
(Giving Collings a wave of the hand.) 
Kin I remember that day! Surel 


COLLINGS 
How do you happen to be able to remember that day so 
well? 


SHAW 

Well it's like this. Me and me brother--he's a P.S. 
Bus driver over in Newark--has got the same mother-in- 
law. Him and me married a couple of sisters. I mean he 
married one, and I hitched meself to this other skirt. 
Well thé old lady is a regular old cat. See? And me and 
him 1s getting all fed up with her. Can't move without 
her b utting in. So this day, July lst, me brother comes 
out to me cab-stand at the air-port and says he let th! 
old she~cow have one on the button. He's gotta leave 
town because th' old lady is got the cops right behind 
him. Well fo sooner that he starts waving his tongue at 
me than the cops sneak up and grab him. The old lady is 
with the cops too--see? And she starts in beefing to 
the cops about how I got the habit of busting her on 
the button too. But I ain't done no such thing, see? 
The old she-buz s just lying. So it takes me about 
twenty minutes nvince these cops. But when I gets- 
through I find out that I've done a good job. Because 
these cops has got mothers-in-law too! So they walk off 
and leave me me brother. And since that day me and him 
ain't been able.to go home. 


COLLINGS 
You haven't been to your home since July lst? 


SHAW 
It ain't safe there. Th' old lady says she'll bust 
me and me brothers' head if we come home. She don't do 
nothing now--according to me old neighbors--but cart 
around a flat iron waiting on us to come bye 
COLLINGS 
And you remember everything that happened on July 


SHAW 


ohiu! Casey ing 


lst? 


i 
a 


COLLINGS 
(Show him both pictures eomMestimnespesps ) 
Have you seen this person before? 


SHAW 
feah. That's the fare I carted over to Harlem and back 
before me brother come to me with his 


COLLINGS 
(Withdrawing pictures.) 
What time was it when you picked up this person? 


SHAW 
That fare come in on the 12.20 plane. I picked up 
tis person just after the plane landed. 


COLLINGS 
Did this fare of yours ask you any questions? 


SHAW 
Yeah. This person asked me could I make 159th | 
Street in Harlemand back to the air-port in time for 
the 3.10 plane? So I said yes. 


COLLINGS 
Do you remember where, on 139th Street, you took 
your fare? 


SHAW 
„Yeah. I don't remember the number. But a doc- 
tor's name was on the door. I could see the sign from 
ne 8 place in the cab. It was--I mean the name--Dr. 
ecke 


(FIELDS et crosses to talk to HILDA REDD) 
COLLINGS 


Now you say you let your fare out of your cab at 
Dre Beck's house. What did your fare do then? 


SHAW 
Went up to the door and opened it quick with a 
key. Then come out again in ten minutes. The person 
wasn't in the house no more than fifteen minutes. 


COLLINGS 


How much were you paid for transporting this pena 


on from Newark Air-port to 139th Street in Harlem? 
EERS 
I got a twenty dollar bill and a five dollar bill. 
This Fare was allright about money! We made the deal 


a 
for twenty bucks before we started out. I agreed to take 


me Fare over and back for that--including what-evor 
wait that might happen on 139th street, 


_ COLLINGS ear 
You brought the same person back to the Air-Port? 
e ~ p4 : cae 


æ 


SHAW 
Yeah: and in plenty of time for the three-ten plane. 
(MADISON Xe L. to stand) 


COLLINGS 
Take another look, These pictures are of the same person. Is this 
person the same one you took to Harlem -- to Dr. John Beck's house -- 
on July 1st? 


SHAW 
That's the fare I carted to Dr. Beck's house from Newark Air-Port 
on July lst. 


COLLINGS 
And now, if the Court please, I should like to place these photo- 
graphs in evidence as conclusive proof of John Peck's innocence; 
and as direct proof that another person committed this murder. 
But before I do so, I ask permission to explain the diabolical 
plot these pictures prove. 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Permission granted. 

COLLINGS 
Thank you, your Honor. This morning four disinterested witnesses : 
identified the person in these pictures as T. Wright. But that name is 


an alias. T. Wright is actually a witness in this trial. The 
witness was in another city the day the murder was committed: 

now know that the witness was also in New York City on 

that fatal Wednesday. The murderer, alias T, Wright, knew that 
Amanda woud be in the house alone, cleaning the surgery; had 

easy access to the house; know the location of the surgery; 

where the instruments were kept; and had calculated to the minute. 
For within the two hours and fifty minutes between planes, T. Wright 
took a taxi to Dr. Beck's house, murdered Amanda Beck, and caught 
the plane on ite return flight at 3:10...... 


t MADISON 
But what possible motivation can you establish, Mr. Collings? 


Pru aval) . COLLINGS:- = nape 
The “murdérer was envious Of Amanda Seck's braińs; jealous of 


the hold Amanda had on John Beck as his legal wife; and there- 
fore sought to use Amanda as the instrument to hang John Beck. 


_ MADISON 
But if the person'was jealous...... 


COLLINGS 
The murderer hated Amanda, ,but feared John Beck because of his un- 
compromising intellectual integrity and his advanced sociological 
theories. 


iY Collis 


~ 
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urns awe) 
Is the person in these pictures in this courtroom. 


e does, 


i face Left, then they turn 


Carrie Jones.) 


RIE jumps up and tries to 2eave court. 
Her exit is e: he 
pectators and witnesses have risen 
have crowded UP Right.) 


CARRIE J 
Yes, I did it! I did it! I'11 confess! 

(To Guard who holds her.) 
Let me confess! 


Let the wit: 


(As she 
I had to do it! I he 


IPKINS 
Why would you do such @ thing, Carrie? 


ELENORE E 


CARRIE JONES 
(porn @posses back to Beck.) 
I wanted hin as you and Amanda did. 
à seal 


woman kin love too! A black woman kin love too! 


John....a bP 


5 ; 
D, (Compassionately. ) > 
Carrie! 

CARRIE 
ag up and shaking her fi 
Goddamn you for making 


te Act Three 
COLLINGS 
(Turns to Shaw.) 
Is the person in these pictures in this courtroom. 


SHAW 
Yeah. 


COLLINGS 
Will you now stand up and point out that person? 


(SHAW stands up. As he does, BECK and EL- 
enore rise and face Left, then they turn 
Right.) 


SHAW 
(Pointing out Carrie Jones.) 
There's the person! 


(CARRIE jumps up and tries to leave court. 
Her exit is blocked by an attendant. The 
spectators and witnesses have risen and 
have crowded UP Right.) 


CARRIE JONES 
Yes, I did it! I did it! I'll confess! 
(To Guard who holds her.) 
Let me confess! 


JUDGE ARCHER 
Let the witness through. 


CARRIE JONES 
(As she crosses to berichy)<? 
I had to do it! I had to do it! 


EbENORE HOPKINS 
Why would you do such a thing, Carrie? 


CARRIE JONES 
(Turns, cposses back to Beck.) 
I wanted him as much as you and Amanda did. 


To Beck. 
John....a black woman kin love too! A black woman kin love too 
DR. BECK 
(Compassionately. ) 
Carrie! 
CARRIS JONES 


(Looking up and shaking her fists upward.) 
Goddamn you God! Goddamn you for making me so black! 


(CURTAIN FALLS) 


